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Introduction

On 13th April 1978 during the occasion of Vaisakhi an extraordinary event unfolded
in Amritsar. This event was to usher in a new chapter in the Sikh struggle against state
oppression, unleashed by the ruling Brahmin-Hindu regime. Bhai Fauja Singh and
his twelve companions were key participants in this historic turning point, and their
Kurbani or sacrifice starts the Sikh freedom movement and forms the focus of this
publication.

Thoughitis thirty eight years since the thirteen
Gursikhs courted martyrdom, little is known of
their lives, of this crucial historical event and
the impact of their Kurbani. This publication
offers an insight into the moral and spiritual
lives of these contemporary Sikh martyrs, the
extraordinary circumstances concerning their
martyrdom, as well as the reaction from the
Sikh nation and Indian government.

It is often said that the Kurbani of Shaheeds
breathes new life into the body and spirit of
the Panth. Those that know their history well
will recognise this truth. Each day the Ardaas
or invocatory prayer recalls and salutes the
countless Sikhs who sacrifice their lives for the preservation of the Sikh faith, nation
and its distinct identity. This is testament to the power of Kurbani.

The tradition of Shaheedi or martyrdom comes from an inherent love for liberty
and justice. It is deeply revered and honoured in Sikhism. During the Panth’s turbulent
periods of strife and suffering, Shaheedi gave new hope and pride enabling the Sikhs
to struggle against all odds. The story of the thirteen Shaheeds is in keeping with this
scared tradition.

Throughout history, great souls have risen to guide humanity towards the path of
truthful conduct and godliness. Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji describes their exalted state:

He who grieves not in grief
From avarice, pleasures and fear is free,
And considers gold as dust: Refrain
Who indulges not in slander and flattery,
And is immune to greed, attachment and vanity,
Who in happiness and sorrow is self-poised,
And 1s indifferent to all praise and blame;
Who discards all hopes and desires,
Who lives detached from the world,
And is not affected by lust or wrath,
In such a one, shines the Light of God.
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Bhai Fauja Singh emanated this spirit. All who knew and met him were witness
to his dynamic spiritual transformation after receiving Khande-Di-Pahul. Many observers
noted his infectious love for humanity as well as his rigorous spiritual discipline. Others
were deeply moved - and inspired - by his staunch obedience to the Guru’s Word,
unconquerable faith, and battle-readiness.

The 1978 incident is commonly referred to as the ‘Amritsar Massacre’. It must not
be misunderstood as a tragedy, but rather remembered as a compelling demonstration
of spiritual force, moral conviction, dauntless courage and duty in the face of extreme
adversity. Bhai Fauja Singh took an uncompromising stand on behalf of the Panth, against
the abuse and provocation meted out by the government-sponsored Nirankari sect. The
Amritsar Massacre is therefore best described as a heroic battle that awakened the Sikh
nation and raised the banner of Panthic solidarity and set the course for political self-
determination.

The Shaheeds’ Kurbani also marked a new resurgence of the martyrdom tradition. A
spirit of renewed national Sikh consciousness and determination emerged from the ashes
of the fearless souls. Their Kurbani underscored the great need for the Panth to return to
the Guru’s teachings.

Their martyrdom had powerful consequences across the Punjab and elsewhere. It
injected a resolute determination amongst the Sikh masses to confront India’s policy of
attrition and discrimination, a determination that stubbornly continues thirty eight years
later.

Many Gursikhs rose to fight the injustices by
the government and right wing extremists after
the Massacre. The sacrifice of the 13 Warriors
lead to the emergence of a Civil Rights
Movement leading into an Armed Struggle.
This publication recalls the extraordinary
story of the life and martyrdom of Bhai Fauja
Singh and his twelve fearless companions.
We are pleased to present new information
concerning the character of the twelve
Shaheeds in this revised third edition.
This work marks their Kurbani, which
paved the way for Sikhs to fight for
Freedom and Justice. We hope this humble
effort will give the reader a unique insight
into the standards of the Khalsa, as well
as contemporary Sikh history. Equally,
we hope it will inspire greater confidence
within the seekers of Truth; that they
may hold steadfast to the sacred Rehit of
Guru Gobind Singh Ji and strive in the
footsteps of our immortalised heroes.
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The Amritsar Massacre

On 13th Apnl 1978, the
Akhand Kirtani Jatha gathered
together from all over India at
Amritsar to hold their yearly
Vaisakhi Smagam. Kirtan had
started from Amrit Vela and at
about ten o’clock an important
message was received. The
message said that the followers
of Nirankari chief Gurbachan
Singh were holding a procession
in Amritsar and were shouting
insulting slogans directed at
Guru Granth Sahib Ji and the Sikh religion.

The Sangat knew very well that the Nirankaris had been doing such things for several
years. The Nirankaris had even gone so far as to give degrading names to prominent
Gursikhs including Mata Tripta, Bhai Gurdas, Bibi Nanaki, Baba Buddha, Bhai Lalo and
Bhagat Kabir. They scornfully referred to Guru Granth Sahib Ji as “a bundle of papers”
and they called Kar Sewa “Bikar Sewa”. The Nirankari leader is on record as saying that
Guru Gobind Singh had made only Panj Pyare (Five Beloved) and that he would make
‘Sat Sitaare’ (seven stars). He had even dared to place his foot upon Guru Granth Sahib Ji.
Since 1943 the Nirankaris have annoyed the Sikhs by distorting Gurbani to promote
their warped ideals; just as many Sant-led movements do today. However it was during
the 1970’ that the then Nirankari ‘Satguru’ Gurbachan ‘Singh’, went even further. He
published articles stating that, Gurdwara Sarovars are pools which serve no purpose and
they should be filled-up; Guru Gobind Singh Ji was either fighting battles or hunting and
that he knew nothing about meditation; that no sensible person can call the writings in the
‘bulky miscellany’ (referring to Guru Granth Sahib Ji) a divine revelation.

Bhai Fauja Singh heard the news from the loudspeaker when he was kneading the dough
for the langar. He washed his hands and rushed to the congregation. He delivered a short
speech explaining the dire situation and drew a line, asking for those who are willing to
accept martyrdom to cross it. Bhai Joginder Singh Taiwara asked children and women not
to go. However, many Bibian still insisted on going. After performing Ardas, the Gursikhs
bowed before Guru Granth Sahib Ji and went off to Ramdas Niwas.

Upon reaching Ramdas Niwas they found that the procession had finished. The Gursikhs
then decided that they should go to the place where the Nirankaris had gathered to hold a
peaceful but resolute protest against the blasphemous insults directed at Guru Sahib. It is
known that Sikhs of the Akhand Kirtani Jatha and the Bhindra Jatha reached the Reego
Bridge near Gobind Gar. Here, the Police stopped them. The Gursikhs remonstrated to
the police about the insults being shouted at the gathering. These insults could be heard
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clearly from, where they were standing. They told the police that they wanted to protest
against the organisers of the gathering and the hurtful insults. A police officer told the
Gursikhs that he would go and stop the Nirankaris and for them to remain there. The
police officer went to where the Nirankaris had gathered and the Sikhs waited patiently for
thirty minutes for him to return.

On his return, there were more policemen accompanying him. D.S.P Joshi told the
assembled jatha to go back and that the procession had ended a long time ago. But
provoking speeches could still be heard on the loudspeakers. Then, about five to six
thousand uniformed Nirankaris rushed towards the group of about two to three hundred
Gursikhs. Within seconds the massive force of Nirankaris mercilessly attacked them
with pistols, rifles, spears, swords, bow and arrows, sticks, stones, acid bottles and home
made bombs. The Gursikhs that were hit with bullets fell to the ground and were brutally
butchered with swords, spears and axes. As the ground became covered with the bodies
of the dead and wounded the police fired tear gas and bullets, but even that was directed
towards the jatha, causing further injuries and death. In this way, the Nirankaris received
greater assistance and were emboldened.

Bhai Fauja Singh was fired upon by the Superintendent of Police who emptied the
bullets from his pistol into Bhai Fauja Singh’s chest. These were not the only bullets he

was to receive that day but he kept on standing, uttering
only “Waheguru”. Two Sikhs attempted to carry the still
breathing and chanting Bhai Fauja Singh to a nearby hospital
for emergency treatment, but were quickly arrested by the
Police. Bhai Fauja Singh’s body was taken by the Police and
put into the “dead wagon”. Again, another Sikh came upon
Bhai Fauja Singh and found, him breathing and still uttering
“Waheguru”. He attempted to help, but half an hour later,
when Bibi Amarjit Kaur arrived, Bhai Fauja Singh had
attained martyrdom.
D.S.P Joshi was responsible for shooting Bhai Fauja Singh.
He did not allow anyone to provide medical attention to Bhai
Fauja Singh. Eventually the police took the bodies of the
Shaheeds to the morgue; the wounded were taken to hospital.
The astonishing thing is that the gathering of the Nirankaris
continued for three-and-a-half hours after this bloody massacre had occurred. It has also
become known that the D.C of Gurdaspur, Naranjan Singh I.A.S, and other senior officers
were present in the gathering during the massacre. It is clear that the authorities of the
Amritsar district allowed the Nirankaris to hold their procession in the Sikhs main city of
Amritsar during Vaisakhi. The Police authorities are guilty of colluding with and allowing
the Nirankaris complete freedom to kill at will, not dealing with them properly at the right
time.

Dalbir Singh produced a telling eyewitness account. Dalbir was a former communist
who had devoted himself to trade union activities for more than a decade and is one of
many who believe that the Nirankaris had fought the Sikhs with a pre-conceived plan. At
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the time of the clash he was a correspondent at The Tribune based in Amritsar. His report
states:

“It was the afternoon of 13th April 1978. I had returned home from a routine walk
around Amritsar. I was taking a nap after lunch when the telephone rang. Someone who
refused to identify himself told me that several people had been killed during a shooting
incident at the Nirankari convention. I rushed out to the stadiull] at the railway colony.
There were many dead bodies that were strewn outside the venue of the convention. I
didn’t yet know what had happened. I wandered around and met Govind Singh, the son-
in-law of the Nirankari chief, on the stage. Govind Singh first led me to a tent in which
there were many armed persons. After entering it, he suddenly turned around to lead me
to another tent in which some Nirankaris were chatting with the Deputy Superintendent
of Police.

I approached him and explained that I had seen some armed men who might have
been the killers. The officer completely ignored this information. The next day, the police
searched the Nirankari centre in Amritsar for the killers and their weapons. They had let
the killers scatter, when they could still have been nearby, only to catch scapegoats one
day after the actual incident.” Dalbir Singh maintains that the local administration had
allowed the main culprits to escape.

The government produced a panel of doctors for the post mortem of the dead bodies.
It has become known that Mr Janjooha D.C ordered the post mortems to be done only by
one doctor and the government orders were not correctly carried out. The D.C was also
involved with the Nirankaris.

The press also printed the news details of the incident incorrectly. The Gursikhs of the
Akhand Kirtani Jatha and the Bhindra Jatha were called ‘fanatics’. Harbhajan Singh Yogi
responded stated:

“Today I read the newspaper report in which it was said, ‘a body of fanatic Sikhs’. If
doing Kirtan and defending the good name of our father Guru Gobind Singh Ji makes us
fanatics, then we welcome this allegation. Remember, those who do not defend the honour
of their father are never worthy of respect on earth. These martyrs of Amritsar have
shown us that we shall live in dignity; if it is not possible, we choose to die with honour:”

The killing of the Gursikhs by the Nirankari leader Gurbachan Singh was a heinous
crime. We ask from where and from who did the arsenal of weapons come from? By
giving the order to kill the leader of the Nirankaris was the main guilty party of the bloody
massacre and. should have been punished according to the full weight of the law. However,
the Indian government administration, it police and judiciary, were exposed as partners to
the Nirankaris and guilty of failing to deliver justice.

The Amritsar Massacre set alight the flames of justice in the Panth by the martyrdom
of thirteen Gursikhs and seventy wounded. Ten Gursikhs were members of the Akhand
Kirtani Jatha and two from the Bhindra Jatha. Many of them left wives and children. The
Khalsa Panth will always remember the thirteen Shaheeds, as will their great Kurbani.

The funeral took place on Saturday 15th April 1978 outside Gurdwara Ramsar Sahib,
in front of a congregation of about twenty-five to thirty thousand people. The thirteen
martyrs were united on a single funeral pyre, to be cremated together.
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The Aftermath

On the morning of 14th April 1978, a day after the massacre, the police force headed by
the Senior Superintendent of Police and Deputy Commisioner thoroughly searched the
Nirankari Bhavan premises. They carried away an arsenal of firearms and the uniforms
worn by the Nirankari thugs.

The Akhand Kirtani Jatha made two clear demands to the authorities. Firstly, they

demanded justice according to the law. Secondly, they wanted an assurance that no one
should ever show any disrespect towards Siri Guru Granth Sahib Ji. However, neither of
these demands was met. A case was registered against Gurbachan Singh leader of the
Nirankaris and sixty-two of his followers. A case was also registered against Naranjan
Singh I.A.S. For some unknown reason, the Delhi police authorities did not serve warrants
issued by the Sessions Judge. Eventually they were all acquitted. Gurbachan Singh was
not deterred by this gruesome episode and continued his disrespect for Sir Guru Granth
Sahib Ji.
The Nirankaris were the creation of the Government of India. The cult was created to
divide the Sikhs. The Indian Express (Chandigarh Edition) featured a report by Sat Pal
Baghi in late April 1978. He felt that the Indira Gandhi actively supported the Nirankaris
saying:

“The genesis of the real trouble between the Nirankaris and
the Akalis goes back to the years when Indira Gandhi headed the
Union Government. She wanted to weaken the Shiromani Akali
Dal, but found that the Akalis could not be brought to heel. She
thought of an elaborate plan to strengthen the Nirankari sect not
only in Punjab, but throughout the country and abroad also. Official
patronage was extended to the Nirankaris much to the anger of the
Akalis who have always considered the Nirankaris as heretics.

In pursuit of this policy to divide and rule, Indira Gandhi
personally gave clearance for a diplomatic passport to be issued
to the Nirankari Chief, and the Indian High Commisioners and
Ambassadors abroad were instructed to show him respect and
regard. This was meant to help the sect improve its image and increase its following
abroad.”

During Indira Gandhi's reign, the Nirankaris received financial assistance from
undisclosed Government funds, which were not available for Parliamentary scrutiny. Indira
Gandhi ensured that the Congress regime would give official patronage to the Nakali
Nirankari. H.S Chhina I.A.S, a staunch Nirankari, was appointed Chief Secretary to the
Punjab Government in 1976.

As a result of this open official patronage and financial support, the Nirankaris received
a considerable political boost within the administrative set-up of the Punjab Government.
H.S Chhina appointed Niranjan Singh I.A.S as Deputy Commissioner of Gurdaspur.
Niranjan Singh tried his best to widen the field of operation for the Nirankaris.
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Start of Campaign for Justice

After the Vaisakhi Massacre of 1978, a peaceful agitation was started against the
Nirankaris. Wherever they held their meetings, Gursikhs would go and strongly protest.
Thus Gurbachana was unable to address the meetings held at Varanasi, Azamgarh and
Allahbad. On 25th September 1978, Gurbachana reached Kanpur at 9.30pm flanked by
police officers ordered to provide protection.

The news soon leaked out and Sikhs started a protest march from Gurdwara Gobindpuri
Sahib, which is three kilometres away from the Nirankari Bhawan in Kanpur. Women
and children were also amongst the protesters. The Nirankari chief had again made full
preparations for the Sikhs.

When the Sikh protesters reached the Nirankari Bhawan, the Nirankaris attacked them
with bricks, bats and shotguns. An armed volunteer of the Nirankaris attacked Jathedar
Kishan Singh with a spear, piercing his stomach. A fight ensued, and it was then that
the police officers started to shoot at the Sikh protesters. As a result, thirteen Sikhs were
martyred while a further seventy-four were injured. Bhai Jagjit Singh a young Naam

Abhyassi Singh was also martyred in
this protest. (Editor Note: A separate
Booklet will be published on the
Kanpur Shaheeds in detail)

This incident further increased
Sikh resentment against Nirankaris
and the Indian government. On
28th September, the bodies of those
killed at Kanpur were carried in
huge procession. The day before, the
Sikhs of Amritsar, Delhi, Bombay;,

Lucknow, Kanpur and many other

places observed a one-day protest

Shaheed Baba Kishan Singh Ji

strike

On the 30th September 1978, the Sikhs of Delhi organised a protest march and presented a
memorandum to the Government of India, which demanded that all Nirankari ‘Smagams’
be banned. On 4th November 1978, the Nirankaris sent out a procession in Delhi to mark
their annual conference. The Sikhs retaliated with a counter protest march that ended in
bloodshed. The President of the Delhi Akali Dal, Avtar Singh Kohli, was hit on the head
by a police-fired tear gas shell and was killed. Aside from him, Bhai Darshan Singh and
thirteen-year old Maninder Singh were also Shaheed. Nine other Sikhs received injuries.

During the 5th and 6th November 1978, disturbances broke out in parts of Delhi and
a curfew was imposed. Jan Sangh (BJP) workers provided a protection force, enabling the
Nirankaris to continue their functions despite disturbances throughout the city. Many Arya
Samaj leaders, including Lala Jagat Narain, gave speeches supporting the Nirankaris. This
gave a new direction to the anti-Nirankari agitation. The Sikhs now strongly felt that the
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majority Hindu community in India was in support of the Nirankaris and their activities.
The Sikhs decided to take matters into their own hands following the failure of peaceful
means. This time they were to obey Guru Gobind Singh Ji’s instruction:

Chu Kaar Az Hamah Heelte Dar Guzasht| | Halaal Ast Burden Ba Shamsheer Dast |

‘When all means of redressing a wrong have failed, it is both just and righteous to
unsheath the sword”.

Bhai Ranjit Singh, a member of the Akhand Kirtani
Jatha along with two other Gursikhs assassinated the
Nirankari chief at his home on April 24th 1980. Bhai
Ranjit Singh had managed to find employment at the
Nirankari headquarters in Delhi, posing as a carpenter.
Later that evening, he waited with an automatic rifle in
a room within their guesthouse. One of the windows
gave a clear view of the driveway. At about II pm, he
shot Gurbachan Singh from his position just as he
returned home from a public function. Bhai Ranjit
Singh managed to escape by jumping down onto a
compound wall.
Bhai Sukhdev Singh Babbar, Jathedar of Babbar
Khalsa, was a very close friend of Bhai Fauja Singh. He
heard the news of Bhai Fauja Singh’s martyrdom while
his Anand Karaj ceremony was being performed. He
left his newly wed wife and rushed directly to Amritsar.
He played a major part in eliminating the Nirankaris, including the assassination of the
Nirankaris’ “‘Sat Sitaare’. Later he went underground from where he led the Khalistan
movement for fourteen years, before attaining martyrdom on 9th August 1992.

Baba Jarnail Singh Bhindranwala emerged after the Amritsar Massacre as the pivotal
figure spearheading the Sikh response to the Indian government of Indira Gandhi. The
situation deteriorated as the government continued its policy of undermining the Sikh
nation. This included the extensive murder, rape and humiliation of Sikhs, particularly
Sikh youth. Baba Jarnail Singh Bhindranwala educated the Sikh masses about the central
government’s anti-Sikh policies and discriminations and brought many onto the path of
Sikhi through his teachings.

It must be strongly noted that 100s of Sikh Youth stepped on the Path of Justice
& Freedom by the inspiration of Amritsar Massacre. Bhai Fauja Singh Jee & his great
companions Kurbani produced Rehatvaan Naam Abhyassi Gursikhs such as Bhai Anokh
Singh Babbar, Bhai Sulakhan Singh Babbar, Bhai Mengha Babbar, Baba Gurbachan
Singh Manochahal etc. The list is endless, with many famed Freedom Fighters serving the
Panth after the 1978 Saka.
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The Life & Martyrdom of Amar Shaheed Bhai Fauja Singh Ji

On 17th May 1936, a child was born to a rural
family in District Gurdaspur in Punjab. The
baby’s father Sardar Surain Singh was a middle-
class farmer by trade who, after the formation of
Pakistan, took his family and all their belongings
to Gazneepur, a small village found on the
Gurdaspur Dera Baba Nanak road.

From a young age, Bhai Fauja Singh was very
popular and would lead the local village boys,
no matter what game they played. Although he
was given Amrit whilst studying at school he did
not receive the fruits of Naam, so the spiritual
hunger within him did not cease; although his
mind remained aloof. This spiritual thirst would
not go away. In fact, even at this tender age he
displayed such a detached attitude, that he even
vanished for a whole month. He went where
many seekers try to find there answers; at the feet
of Sants and Sadhus. He did finally return home but not before he’d given his parents the
shock of their lives.

He went on to pass his exams and although he enrolled in the Khalsa College, Amritsar,
his mind remained somewhere else. Unconcerned with day-to-day life, he disappeared
again. Even though his family looked everywhere, and placed advertisements in the local
press, they couldn’t find their adventurous son. Meanwhile, Bhai Fauja Singh stayed with
various holy people at their Deras and meditated on a Mantar. His family finally found
him two years later and after returning home, he was placed in college.

Whilst at college, Bhai Fauja Singh mixed with indecent company. This was to tear
him away from Sikhi. But Guru Sahib Ji in his mercy quickly put the young Singh back on
the right path. In 1964 he received Amrit at a Smagam organised by the Akhand Kirtani
Jatha, where the Panj Piyare ushered him into the Khalsa Panth. In Vaisakhi 1965 he
married Bibi Amarjit Kaur. Bhai Jeevan Singh Ji performed Kirtan at the occasion.

Bhai Fauja Singh increasingly began to apply his body and mind to the study of Gatka
and persuaded other young Sikhs to also study it closely. He was acknowledged as the
best Gatka practitioner in the area and there was nobody around who could beat him.
Professor Gurmukh Singh, who was well acquainted with Bhai Fauja Singh, felt that there
was something about him which stood out amongst the general Sangat:

“I have been in the Jatha for quite a while now and have been lucky enough to meet
many highly spiritual Sikhs of the Guru. Bhai Fauja Singh was different; he had Bir Ras
and Naam Ras. Bhai Fauja Singh was always ready to fight against falsehood and stand up
for the truth. Some highly spiritual Singhs from the Jatha told him to just meditate. They
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did not think that in these peaceful times there would be a need for our peoplc to give
Shaheedi. The Sikhs gave Shaheedi at the time of the Gurus because the Hindu Rajas,
Mughal and Pathan rulers where trying to destroy the Sikh religion. But now the situation
was different. Some brothers even joked about his Bir Ras.”

After 1970 Bhai Fauja Singh immersed himself in sewa and spent all of his and his
wife’s wages serving Gursikhs. Bibi Amarjit Kaur told us that sometimes he used to say;
“All the money we spend on ourselves is wasted, but the money we spend on doing Sewa
for the Gursikhs is not wasted and is saved in our bank”. At other times he would say
rather ominously; “The tenth Guru formed the Khalsa by shedding his blood. When this
plant gets dried-up it needs more blood. Then the Guru's beloved ones spill their blood
to keep the Khalsa's flag flying. This cycle repeats itself approximately every fifty years”.
He would tell his close companions that there was a lot of disrespect emerging, targeted
directly at the heart of the Sikh Dharam. He believed future generations would rightfully
ask what there forefathers and mothers were like; who accepted everything so quietly and
passively.

The spiritual bliss that martyrs get from reading Gurbani verses like: “Purja Purja Kat
Marai Kab Hoo Nah Shadai Keth”, only they know. It also seems that the words spoken
by Shaheeds are special. Bibi Amarjit Kaur says that during his last six months, Bhai Fauja
Singh kept saying to her; “Visualise an image of my dead body. Will you be able to bear
it? Be strong and don’t despair.” Bibi Ji realised that one day her husband was destined to
give his life for the Panth.

Like all Chardi-Kalaa Gursikhs, Bhai Fauja Singh possessed the Guru-given gifts of
honesty, contentment and divine meditation. He ate what he received happily and was
never greedy, constantly seeking to live by the will of Waheguru. Professor Gurmukh Singh
believed that even beyond this, Bhai Fauja Singh was extraordinary for other reasons...

“I first met Bhai Fauja Singh in 1972 at the Darbar Sahib. He did not know me but
said his Fateh to me and met me like we had been old friends. He took me to where he was
staying and kept me here for two or three days.

During this first meeting he told me something very secretive which I am now only
sharing with the readers after his Shaheedi. He told me that in his previous life he was
in Baba Deep Singh’s Jatha and became Shaheed at Lohgarh. Now, again, he has done
Shaheedi for the Khalsa Panth in the holy city of Amritsar near Lohgarh. Those that
have seen and met Bhai Fauja Singh all agree that he was filled with the spirit of; ‘Mohai
Murnai Ka Chow Har’.

Shakespeare says, “What is in a name?” The name Bhai Fauja Singh given to him by
his parents, from the Hukamnama of Guru Granth Sahib Ji, was definitely a true picture
of him. Bhai Fauja Singh really was a soldier of the Guru's army, in not only this but also
his previous life.”

In late 1977 whilst in Gurdaspur Jail, Bhai Fauja Singh wrote a poem under the title
of Kurbani. This was probably the only one written by him because as far as it is known,
he was not a poet. It was written about eight months before his Shaheedi and now with
hindsight, its underlying theme is worthy of attention. It centres upon the declining state of
the Khalsa Panth and the problems facing the Nation. It also serves to relay the emotions
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of a soul that in its last life shed the mortal frame for the sake of righteousness...now
how could that soul have accepted that present day situation, where the Guru was being
disrespected openly? This insight goes some way towards explaining why Bhai Fauja Singh
who was now 42 years old found the events taking place in Amritsar absolutely intolerable.

Even before Vaisakhi in 1978, Bhai Fauja Singh’s personality showed its true colours
when in 1972 after the Misri Bajar incident, Guru Granth Sahib Ji was treated with
disrespect. Bhai Fauja Singh was disgusted at the police who were too scared to make the
arrest of the criminals involved. It was then that he decided to apprehend the miscreants
and after catching them, he punished them accordingly. He was deeply saddened by the
fact that our ‘Panthic leaders’ tried to keep the whole incident quiet in case it would lead to
some sort of Hindu-Sikh conflict. This political expediency, which sidestepped any notion
of love and respect for Guru Sahib, deeply saddened him. He simply could not understand
how Sikhs could quietly sit by whilst others insulted and treated Guru Granth Sahib Ji with
total disrespect. One question constantly began to engrave itself upon his mind; ‘What has
happened to the Khalsa Panth?’

This question arose again on 17th October 1975 when the Sikh Sangat celebrated
Sangrand at Gurdwara Bhai Salo Jee. Langar was being served when a gang of thugs
came and treated Guru Granth Sahib Ji with disrespect and the assaulted the sewadar and
Granthi of the Gurdwara. They even made plans to burn down the Gurdwara Guru Keh
Mehal that night. When Bhai Fauja Singh heard about this incident in the evening he got
together some Gursikhs and went there straight away.

First they went to see for themselves the disrespectful treatment of Guru Granth Sahib
Ji and the damage done to the Gurdwara building. After seeing this, the Gursikhs started
chanting Jaikaras and then stood outside, ready to defend the Guru’s House. The thugs
soon surrounded them from tall buildings on all four sides, and then started throwing
stones, bricks and acid bottles at them. Even though the Gursikh’s clothes and bodies were
drenched in blood, they managed to protect the Gurdwara from being burnt down. After
1972, this was now the second painful event to have taken place at the Sikh headquarters
in Amritsar. The Panthic leaders at that time pretended as if nothing had happened and
quite predictably accepted no responsibility.

However, the troublemakers now knew that there were atleast a few brave lions amongst
the sheep and this was more than enough. After this second incident, Bhai Fauja Singh did
not sit quietly at home. In October 1975 Bhai Fauja Singh no longer worked in the office.
Referring to the benefits he was receiving, he laughingly said to Professor Gurmukh Singh
in 1978 that; “Satguru is having his Sewa done whilst ensuring that I receive my wages
from the Punjab Government.”

After the 1975 incident Bhai Fauja Singh co-ordinated a new Gursikhi Parchaar
programme. He mentions in his poem that; “the light of faith which seems to be
dwindling...” He now decided to rectify this. In 1976 a group of Gursikhs started
preaching the Guru’s message in ten villages within Gurdaspur. Professor Gurmukh Singh
was amongst this Jatha.

Bhai Fauja Singh felt that the Sikhs living in cities were not prepared to sacrifice their
lives for their Guru; several previous incidents had proved this. So he now turned his
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attention to the villages so that perhaps the sleeping Panth, which lay dormant within rural
life, could be awakened from its slumber. The programmes covered Sikh history, Gurbani,
Kirtan and also included Amrit Sanchaars. This Jatha would also hold amazing Gatka
demonstrations. After Kirtan, Bhai Fauja Singh would often talk to the Sangat and this
had a truly inspiring effect upon them.

A Smagam was held in March 1977 over fifteen days at Khalsa Farm, during which
Bhai Fauja Singh introduced young Sikhs to Gatka and told them about the problems that
the Sikh Panth was facing. There they performed Kirtan and meditated and contemplated
on ideas and ways to address various problems affecting the Sikh Quam.

It was during this period that a Hindu woman was arrested by the Police. During her
interrogation, the Police officers began to rape her. Her husband unable to stop her from
being gang-raped went to the magistrates to secure her release; he also filed a formal
complaint against the Police. However there was no intervention. By this time point he had
become completely exasperated. He then went to various community leaders, including
Pundits and Mullahs for help, but none of them wanted to challenge the perpetrators. It
was at this point that he decided to approach the Gursikhs.

Various people had told him about one Gursikh called Fauja Singh of Amritsar. Due
to his fearless attitude, Bhai Fauja Singh had become quite well-known in the region. The
aggrieved husband went to see him. Bhai Fauja Singh, alongwith some Gursikh, went
straight to the Police station and upon seeing the pitiable state of the woman, they ensured
her immediately release. The guilty police officers were then severely punished. After this
incident he was brandished a ‘criminal’ and sent to prison. His actions were reminiscent of
our past history, when Gursikhs went on daring and dangerous missions to liberate women
from marauding Afghan armies.

However, it wasn’t just invaders and isolated individuals who perpetrated heinous
crimes; Bhai Fauja Singh also learnt about those groups who wished to subvert and
corrupt the message of our Guru Sahib, which for him was the greatest crime of all. In his
poem Kurbani, Bhai Fauja Singh warns the Khalsa Panth about the disrespect shown to
Guru Granth Sahib taking place everywhere. The insults directed at Guru Sahib from the
Nirankaris inflicted deep wounds upon the hearts of Gursikhs.

At the end of his poem, Bhai Fauja states that; “When all else fails, in the hour of
need, we will sacrifice our heads at your altar.” Bhai Fauja Singh along with twelve other
fearless Gursikhs got the chance to fulfil their ambitions. On 13th April 1978, about 125
Sikhs went to peacefully protest against the Nirankari procession and Nirankari chief
Gurbachan Singh’s grevious insults towards Guru Sahib.

We all receive Amrit on the precondition that our head will henceforth belong to Guru
Sahib. When the need arises we are expected to lay it down for the sake of righteousness.
We hear and read daily in the Ardaas about our forefathers and mothers who gave their
lives to protect Dharam and remained committed to the principles of Sikhi until their very
last breath. All these events seemed like distant history. Some of us even began to question
if such things were possible. The massacre at Amritsar enlivened the memory of those
great Shaheeds, and also turned that which many thought was now myth into a firm and
shocking reality.
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Shaheed Bhai Avtar Singh Ji, Kurala

Bhai Avtar Singh Ji was born in 1912 in the village of Kurala in the district of Hoshiarpur.
His mother’s name was Dhan Kaur and his father’s name was Bhai Bhagwan Singh. In his
early years he was educated at Moolak Kula primary school. His father was in the army
and due to his bravery he was awarded land in the village of Mintgomary in Pakistan and
so the whole family moved there. He completed his secondary education there and was
married to Bibi Gurbachan Kaur. Bhai Sahib did agricultural work there until Pakistan
was formed. He then returned back to his old village of Kurala and continued doing
farming work there.

He came to meet Bhai Harnam Singh and Bhai Pritam Singh from Dasuha and with
their Sangat started to read Bhai Sahib Bhai Randhir Singh’s books. After reading these
books he wanted to take Amrit and lead a Gursikh way of life, and he also began going
to Gurmat Smagams around Talwara and Dasuha with other Gursikhs. He also went to
Model Town Ludhiana and met Bhai Sahib Randhir Singh.

Bhai Avtar Singh finally took Amrit with his Singhni on 13 April 1961 at the Vaisakhi
Smagam in Ludhiana. He started wearing the Khalsa uniform (Bana) and also took up the
strict Rehat of eating in Sarbloh (iron utensils), which he carried on until the end of his life.
Many families were influenced by his high standards of Rehat-Rehni and also took Amrit.

Bhai Sahib used to go to all the places where the Akhand Kirtani Jatha Smagams were
held to enjoy the Kirtan and Nam-Bani. In 1969 the Akhand Kirtani Jatha organised a
Yatra to Patna Sahib and Hazoor Sahib by buses and Kirtan was performed at Gurdwaras
along the route. Bhai Sahib also took part in that Yatra and also took part in the Sewa of
the Punj Pyare in the Smagams.

He had such a desire to do Bhagti that he left the accommodation of his village and
erected a hut on his farm land far away from his village, where he did Sri Guru Granth
Sahib’s parkash and started living there until his last days. He would get up at 12 o’clock
in the night and after having Ishnaan would start doing Naam-Abyass and continue this
until daylight.

He started making arrangement to go to the Vaisakhi Smagam being held in Amritsar
by the Akhand Kirtani Jatha. He said farewell to his family and told them to always follow

a Gursikh way of life and to love one another and that he
was not going to return. Bhai Sahib had decided to leave
his home and to stay at the Khalsa farm in Gurdaspur
and to accompany the Jatha to do Sikhi Parchar in the
nearby villages. He arrived at the Vaisakhi Smagam at Sri
Amritsar and was the first person to give Shaheedi.

The Gurmukhs who eye-witnessed his Shaheedi say
that when a bullet from the Nirankaris stuck him he
immediately fell on the floor. But he quickly regained
his composure and sat up cross-legged and started doing
Nam-Abyass very loudly and then went into a deep
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meditative state. As he was sitting there, the Nirankaris smashed wooden sticks on his bare
head (his Damala had come off when he fell). Bhai Sahib remained sitting there upright
and motionless until his last breath.

He has 5 sons and one daughter whose names are:- Bhai Kirpal Singh, Bhai Harbaksh
Singh, Bhai Igbal Singh, Bhai Rattan Singh, Bhai Harbhajan Singh and Bibi Surjeet
Kaur. A spear and a bullet also injured Bhai Avtar Singh’s son, Bhai Igbal Singh, in one
of his legs.

Shaheed Bhai Raghbir Singh Ji Bhagupur

(By Bhai Kirpal Singh Ji, Shapur, Amballa Shouni)

Shaheed Bhai Raghbir Singh was born in the village
of Bhagupur in Patti in the district of Amritsar on 10
March 1949 at the house of Sardar Nawab Singh Ji.
He was educated in his own village up to the age of 15
and then joined the Army in the Bombay-engineering
group in Kirki, Puna. After being there for 5 years he
resigned from the Army in 1968 and moved to Patiala.

I first met Bhai Sahib on 14 December 1966 in
Kirki, Puna, when I was doing my Army service and
was being transferred from Sagar (Madh Pradesh)
to the Training Battalion Number 1, Bombay
Engineering Group. I was working in an office as a
clerk, and Bhai Sahib was an engine fitter, but being
a religious person he was appointed to be Sewadaar
at the Gurdwara. The weekly Kirtan programmes
in Puna were being performed under the control of
Professor Beant Singh Ji, and I used to take Bhai Sahib
with me to the Kirtan Smagams. I also kept a tape
recorder with me, on which I had recorded the Kirtan
of Bhai Mohinder Singh Ji, Bhai Joginder Singh Ji

Talwara and many other Bibian, which we used to

listen to everyday. Other Singhs also used to come, and Bhai Sahib was greatly influenced
by the Bani and Kirtan, so much so that he learnt the Nitnem Banis by memory within a
few days and started wearing the Rehat of the Panj Kakaars.

One day he said to me “I would like to do Darshan of the Singhs whose Kirtan you
have played to me and would like to have the gift of Amrit Naam from the Panj Pyare”. 1
replied that he should go before the Panj Pyare at the Ludhiana Smagam during Vaisakhi
and he will be blessed. He told me that I should also take leave and accompany him. At
that time my permanent residence was in Ludhiana.

Bhai Sahib was having difficulty in obtaining leave but said that he would definitely
go to Ludhiana during Vaisakhi. I managed to obtain 2 months leave and we both went
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to Professor Beant Singh as he had good connections with the officers. He phoned Bhai
Raghbir Singh’s officer to ask if he could have permission for 10 days leave. Within an hour
his leave was granted and we both left by train on 9 April 1967 and arrived at Ludhiana
on 11 April 1967 at Amrit Vela. On the day of Vaisakhi, Bhai Raghbir Singh went before
the Panj Pyare and received the gift of Amrit-Naam and became very strict in his Rehat.

Bhai Sahib did not go to his village but returned to Puna. When I returned after my 2
months leave he was very pleased to see me. I also felt blessed by Guru Ji to meet such a
beloved of the Guru. Bhai Sahib Ji never slept after 12 o’clock. He would have his Ishnaan
and would then continue doing Naam Simran until sunrise. Within a short period of time
he memorized Nitnem, Sukhmani Sahib, Asa Di Vaar, Basant Kee Vaar, Sateh Balwandai
Kee Vaar, Shabad Hazari Pathshahi 10, Swaya ‘Deenan Ki Prithpal’, Chopai ‘Pranvo
Aad’, Akal Ostat, Baramaha Maj and Tukari, Solak Mahalla 9, Gujri Kee Vaar Mahalla
5 and many other Banis which he used to recite daily. He used to prepare his food with his
own hands, but this was not allowed in the army so he had to stop making his own food. In
those days I used to live with my Singhni and I asked him to eat at our house.

Bhai Gurbachan Singh Ji who lived in Puna arranged an Akhand Path at his home
from 23 December 1967 to 25 December 1967. With Akal Purkh’s Grace Bhai Raghbir
Singh listened to the whole Akhand Path cross-legged in one sitting without any food or
water. After the Bhog he also listened to 6 hours of Kirtan in the same sitting. He did not
seem to feel any tiredness. He also used to do Kirtan for many hours by memory and was
a very competent Akhand Paathi.

After a little while Bhai Sahib wanted to leave the military service and his elder brother
Captain Pyara Singh managed to discharge Bhai Sahib and told him to take over the
farming work in their village because there was nobody else around to do the work. Bhai
Sahib replied that he was not returning to his village because the environment there was
not right and by going home he would loose everything. Professor Beant Singh and I
decided to send him to the Sura Printing Press in Patiala because a vacancy had arisen for
a compositor.

Bhai Sahib started work at the Sura Printing Press at 60 Rupees a month where he
always made his own food, and afterwards he moved to work for the Parkash Printing
Press. Bhai Sahib had always been very interested in studying, he would study, prepare
his own food, do his Nitnem daily and work all day at the press. He found all this difficult,
so he left his job and concentrated on his Naam Simran and studies from 1968 -1973.
At this time Gurmat Parchar was being carried out in the area. Bhai Raghbir Singh and
Bhai Fauja Singh would carry out the Sewa of the Panj Pyare during the Amrit Sinchar
Smagams.

Bhai Sahib spent a lot of time with Bhai Manohar Singh Ji of the Red Cross and Bhai
Surjeet Singh Jiin Patiala. He also spent some time with me in Ludhiana doing his studies,
which included Matric, Gianni and B.A.

During the Smagams, Bhai Sahib would do Sewa of the Langar with great enthusiam.
On 1 November 1973 he was appointed as a clerk at Patiala University and from 1
February 1975 he joined Punjab and Sind Bank in Sunam in the district of Sangrur and
he continued to be employed there up until his Shaheedi. He was very close to me and
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treated me like his own father.

Bhai Sahib always spoke very sweetly and was a very sociable person. At Amrit Vela he
would do Naam Abyass for many hours and it would sound as if many Singh were sitting
together. Many people were influenced by his Jeevan and became Gursikhs. Bhai Sahib
always used to share his earnings with others. After the Bhog of the Paath following his
Shaheedi, one Gursikh remembered him by saying that a Gursikh should share one-tenth
of his earnings with others, but Bhai Sahib used to live on one-tenth of his earnings and
spend the rest on religious causes.

His Anand Karaj took place on 18/10/75 to Bibi Hardev Kaur daughter of Captain
Sardar Ram Singh (retired), from the village of Batala in Karputhla. This Anand Karaj
was also unique in that he himself, his father and four other Gursikhs were present and
there were no musicians or any milni. Bibi Ji was also very strict in her Rehat and Bhai
Sahib became even more influenced into Gursikh with Bibi ji’s sangat and started wearing
the Gurmukhi Bana. Bhai Raghbir Singh lived in Sunam for 3 and a 1/4 years and due to
his efforts Rainsbhai Kirtans were held there every year.

Bhai Sahib travelled from Sunam to be present at the Akhand Kirtani Jatha Vaisakhi
Smagam. When Bhai Sahib heard what the Nakali Nirankaris were doing on the birthday
of the Khalsa and bearing in mind the Guru’s Hukam of ‘Gur Ki Ninda Suneh Na Kaan’
Bhai Sahib went forward barefooted to face the bullets, sticks and swords. Bhai Sahib
received bullets to his chest, had blows to his skull and his bones were broken by sticks, but
just like Bhai Avtar Singh Ji, he obtained Shaheedi in Chardi Kala.

Jio Jal Meh Aey Katana
Thi Jothi Sang Jot Smana
(Sukhmani Sahib, Mahalla 5, Panna 278)

He leaves behind him his young Singhni, his 2 children, one whose age is 1 and 1/2 years
and the other only 5 months. Bibi Ji is employed by Punjab and Sind Bank.

Shaheed Bhai Kewal Singh Ji, Hoshiarpur

(By Bhai Harminder Singh Ji, Hoshiarpur)

Bhai Kirpal Singh was born on 9th March 1953 in the area of Premgarh in Hoshiarpur.
His father’s name was Sardar Amar Singh and his mother’s name was Satia Kaur. He
spent the first 5 to 7 years of his childhood in Hoshiarpur and in 1960 moved to Calcutta
with his father. His father ran a transport company in Calcutta, which was doing quite
well. Here, he was put into school but he only passed four classes. His family tried to
persuade him to continue studying but he was more interested in working. So in 1966 he
went to Kishan Ganj (Bihar) to train in motor electrics, where trained for a year and then
returned to Calcutta.

As well as working he also became interested in reading Gurbani and in 1971-72 he
received Amrit at an Akhand Kirtani Jatha Smagam. After completing his training he
did not find a job but just did domestic work. One day he became seriously ill, he was
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vomiting blood and remained unconscious for 72
hours. He was administered 18 bottles of blood
and 7 bottles of glucose and the doctors said
there was little hope for him. But Vaheguru has
some other Sewa in store for him and protected
him with his own hand. Bhai Sahib Jeevan Singh
JiRagi from Ludhiana (nowadays at Patna Sahib)
did Ardas for him and he became well again. He
then moved from Calcutta to Hoshiarpur and
here he met Gursikh Sangat.
We both decided to learn about Shashtar-
Vidya (martial arts) and we used to travel 7 miles
everyday to get training. With Satguru’s grace
we both acquired this skill. Because he had an
operation in his stomach due to his illness and
his hair on his stomach had been cut, he again
received Amrit in 1973 on Guru Nanak Dev Ji’s Gurpurb Smagam in Jullunder. He knew
the 5 Nitnem Banis by memory and also did Asa Di Vaar and Sukhmani Sahib daily as
well as some other Banis.

One day he became ill again at his home in Hoshiarpur and he started getting bad
pains in his stomach. His mother said that she would call a doctor but he told his younger
sister to start reading Sukhmani Sahib instead. He listened to the Gurbani for 2 or 3 hours
and then fell asleep, and in the morning he awoke feeling completely well again. This is an
example of his love and faith in Gurbani.

At his father’s request, he went to Calcutta again to do some domestic work. He also
spent a lot of his time reading Gurbani and living amongst other Gursikhs. According to
God’s Will he again became very ill and started vomiting blood. His body became very
weak and there was not much chance of him surviving. Bhai Kewal told me later, that
when he was in this state he saw death standing in front of him and he prayed to Guru Ji ¢
Sache Patshah Jeo, I know I am going to die one day, but do not give me this kind of death.
This is the death of cats and dogs. Let me become a Shaheed in the battlefield so that I
may get Mukhti from life and death. May my body be used for doing Sewa for you.” He did
this Ardas for a long time and Satguru Ji heard his Ardas and he then became well again.

He was very interested in Shashtar-Vidya and Shashtars. For example if he came across
any Shashtar the he liked he would buy it no matter what the price and would read the
following Dobhira.

As kirpan Khando karg, tupak tabar ar theer,
Saif sarohi sethi yehe hamarai peer
Theer tuhi sethi tuhi, tuhi tabar tarwar
Naam thuharo jo japai, pheo sind pav paar
Kaal tuhi kaali tuhi, tuhi teg ur teer,
Tuhi nishani jeet ki, aaj tuhi jag beer
(Shahtar Mala, Pathshahi 10)
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Just as he was interested in Shastars, he also had a great love for Naam-Bani. If he did
make any remarks to somebody in anger, then he would immediately beg forgiveness with
folded hands. He very much loved his fellow Gursikhs, but he was not too attached with his
family. Sometimes his family members would ask him why he spends all his time with the
Singhs and does no other work. His family owned a large amount of property, but he still
lived a very care-free life and was not at all interested in money. Once I said to him that
you don’t do any work, nor do you listen to any of your family, so they will not give any of
their property to you. He replied that he did not need any property - what use would it be
to him. He said he wanted to spend all his time with Gursikhs.

In November 1977 he again returned to Hoshiarpur. The Singhs would ask him to
do some work, so about 2 months prior to his Shaheedi, he started working in a shop. He
promised that he would serve Langar to the Singhs out of his first wages, but he was never
able to carry out this Sewa. Afterwards his family carried out his wish and served Langar
for the Singhs.

Bhai Sahib also enjoyed playing the tabla and performing Kirtan. Ten minutes before
his Shaheedi I saw him in Chardi Kala. Bhai Fauja Singh and Bhai Kewal were together
during the peaceful protest. First Bhai Fauja Singh was shot and fell and then Bhai Kewal
Singh lay on top of him so that the Nakali Nirankaris could not injure him further. But the
Nirankaris then killed Bhai Kewal Singh.

Bhai Sahib has one elder brother Bhai Jagjeet Singh who is a devoted Gursikh and
Nitnemi and three sisters who are married. Even though his loss for the family is great, his
Kurbani is a great example for future generations.

Shaheed Bhai Pyara Singh Ji, Bhungruni

Bhai Pyara Singh was born on 2 February 1954 to
Sardar Kishan Singh Ji in the village of Bhungruni in
Hoshiarpur. His mother’s name was Mata Bhago. He
had two sisters and two brothers, one sister is married
and the other is training to be a nurse in Africa, and
one brother joined the army a month earlier.

After passing the 11th class he joined the Air Force
on 10 July 1971 and he passed the course with a lot of
hard work and motivation. He was a very sociable and
sweet talking person, and so was very much liked by his
officers.

Bhai Pyara Singh was transferred to Shabooa in

Assam and here he met a Gurmukh, Seargent Prithipal

Singh Ji which changed his life. He learnt more about Gurmat and started to read Bhai

Sahib Bhai Randhir Singh’s books on Gurmat. He then quickly took Amrit from the Panj

Pyare at an Akhand Kirtani Jatha Smagam. He would wake up at 2am at Amrit Vela, have

his Ishnaan and then do two hours of continuous Nam Abyass. Then he would do Nitnem
and visit the Gurdwara Sahib.
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In Shabooa he was given the Sewa of looking after Gurdwara Sahib by the unit and
here he used to recite Sukhmani Sahib and Asa Di Vaar. In a short period of time he
memorised a lot of Gurbani and could always be found reciting Naam-Bani. He would tell
others not to talk too much and instead recite Naam-Bani. He also enjoyed doing Kirtan
and he memorised so much Bani that he would do Kirtan all night by memory without
becoming tired.

Bhai Sahib was then transferred from Shabooa to Hyderabad and went from there to
Madras for training. A colleague of his at the Hyderabad unit wrote the following about
him -:

I met him for the first time when he came from training in Madras. In my 15 to 16 years
in the Air Force this is the first person I have seen here wearing a Kurtha Pjama and a
Kirpan on top. On the 14th April we read in the papers that there had been a massacre in
Amritsar on Vaisakhi, and we were wondering if Bhai Pyara Singh Ji was amonst the killed
or injured because he used to often go to these Smagams. This turned out to be true. On
the 18th April we received a telegram from his father informing us that Pyara Singh had
passed away on the 13th April. There was nothing else in the telegram. We understood
this to mean that he had become Shaheed at Amritsar and an Akhand Path was started
for him. At the Bhog, Sangat from far away came. He was a Gursikh of many qualities
and shared these with others. He started many people reading Gurbani and taught many
people Kirtan, while he would tell others to read Sukhmani Sahib.

He had a very gentle manner and would very humbly refer to elders and Bibian as
Bhen Ji, Baba Ji or Bhai Sahib and would also refer to young children as Bhen Ji or Bhai
Sahib. He also taught many children Punjabi, and all the children are asking ‘when will
our Pyara uncle be coming back’. They would call him Pyara Uncle Singh instead of
Uncle Pyara Singh. With the efforts of Bhai Pyara Singh many Rainsbhai Kirtans took
place in Hyderabad. Bhai Sahib would go to units 25 to 30 miles away to listen to Kirtan
Rainsbhais and would sit cross-legged for the whole night without getting up.

Bhai Sahib was also an accomplished Kirtani but he enjoyed listening to Kirtan more
than performing Kirtan himself. He had a very loud and sweet voice and would always
do Kirtan with his eyes closed in a very emotional manner. When going to or returning
from the Gurdwara he would never allow anyone to speak a word. He would either recite
a Shabad or read some Bani and would advise his fellow Gursikhs to do the same.

If there was an Akhand Paath starting anywhere he would go there and continuously
listen to and read the Bani for 3 days. In the unit here he got everybody to start reading
Gurbani and would do lectures on the sin of meat and alcohol which resulted in many
people stopping both.

About his Bebek Rehat, his collegue from the Hyderabad unit writes — at first he used
to eat or drink from other Sikh’s houses. Then he became stricter in his Rehat and would
only eat from food made by Amritdharis, and later he became a Sarblohi (eating food in
iron utensils). In the Army mess we were able to get free food, but he would spend his own
money to buy food and make his own Langar. Because his Bebek Rehat was very difficult
he was happy to get married. Whenever his mother and father would find a suitable match
for him he would not be happy with their choice. He would reply that the girl should be
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Chardi-Kala, who could follow the same path as him. His family members were putting
quite a bit of pressure on him. One day, Bhai Sahib did Ardas and put two pieces of paper
in front of Guru Maharaj for him to get married or to stay single. Maharaj’s Hukam was
‘no’. He was a bit sad, but he agreed with the Hukam and told his parents in writing that
he would remain unmarried for the rest of his life and would do Sewa of the Panth.

Later one or two Singhs tried to persuade him that he should lead a married life and
that this was the Sikh way of life. He agreed to do as they told him but reminded them that
Mabharaj’s Hukum was ‘no’. After listening to everybody he got engaged but he was not
meant to get married according to God’s will. Whenever he did Ardas he would always ask
for his life to serve the purpose he was sent here for. He wanted Shaheedi from his heart
and then became a Shaheed.

Colleagues from Bhai Pyara Singh’s unit tell us that he would never tell anybody
about his inner mystical experiences. In his holidays he would not go to meet his mother
and father but to the Akhand Kirtani Jatha’s Smagams. He would never let anybody
know about contributions he made from his Daswand or if he bought any goods for the
Gurdwara Sahib. He was always happy doing Sewa of others and because of Naam he
was always filled with humbleness. We felt honoured that we were able to do his Darshan,
to hear him read Bani and to listen to his Kirtan and gained many qualities from him.

Editor’s note:

Bhai Sahib was a very dear Singh of the Akhand Kirtani Jatha who used to stay hidden
in the Sangat. He used to come to the Jatha Smagams with great enthusiasm and remain
engrossed in Naam Simran. Nobody who saw him for the first time could say that this
beloved of the Guru had so many hidden qualities. He spoke very little at the Kirtan
Smagams.

Bhai Pyara Singh had taken two months leave before the Vaisakhi Smagam, but did
not go to his village and instead spent a month travelling around various villages with the
Kirtani Jatha and from there went to the Vaisakhi Smagam in Amritsar.

He used his Daswand for Gurmat Parchar by subscribing many Gursikhs in his
Hyderabad unit and in his village Bhungruni to the monthly religious ‘Sura’ magazine
and sent Gurmat books written by Bhai Sahib Randhir Singh to many Sikhs. Only a few
people knew that he was an accomplished Kirtani, he remained hidden in the Kirtan
Smagams.

The loss of this loved one had such an effect on his parents that they promised to take
Amrit like their son during a Panthic gathering in memory of the Shaheeds at the Akal
Takht on 23 April 1978.The Sangat from the village of Bhungruni and the nearby villages
also held a large Shaheedi Smagam in memory of the Shaheedi of Bhai Pyara Singh Ji.
The historical Gurdwara of Sri Guru Har Rai is built in this area where the Sangat get
together. The Shaheedi of Phai Pyara Singh has brought a new awakening for Gursikhi in
the area and filled people with fighting spirit. These Shaheeds have given the Panth a new
lease of life and just like stars they will remain shining forever.
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Shaheed Giani Hari Singh Ji, Amritsar

(by Jasbir Singh s/o Shaheed Bhai Hari Singh)

Giani Hari Singh was born in the village of Jandawale,
Tehsil Kharian, in Gujrat on 17 June 1923, the day on which
Kaar Sewa of the Amritsar Sarowar started. His mother’s
name was Mata Bhag Kaur and his father’s name was Giani
Gurcharan Singh who ran his own business in Amritsar. His
secondary education was in Guru Ramdas Khalsa High
School in Amritsar and he took Amrit at the young age of 11.

His father, Giani Gurcharan Singh was a very devoted
Gursikh and would travel around with Baba Prem Singh
Marabewale to do Parchar of Gurbani and took part in the
Sewa of the five during Amrit Sinchars. Bhai Sahib learnt to
read Gurbani from his father during childhood. Apart from
his Nitnem he would daily recite Sukhmani Sahib and Shabads from the 10th Guru’s Bani
which he had memorised. He would always recite God’s Name, even while working

His father took part in the Guru Keh Baag and Punjabi Suba Morchas and spent two
and a half years in Borstal jail. After seeing his father doing this Kurbani for Panthic
causes he also served 7 months before being released during the 1955 and 1960 Punjabi
Suba Morchas. He always told his family members to work honestly and accumulate the
true of wealth of Naam and was a highly spiritual Nam Abyassi Gursikh. He faced many
difficulties in his life but never wavered from his Sikhi faith. Whenever he heard news
about any Kirtan Smagam he would always try to go there. He was very sweet-talking
and never had anything bad to say about anyone and respected elders and youngsters the
same. He was always happy to do the Darshan of Gursikhs and to do their Sewa.

Bhai Sahib went to listen to Kirtan at the Akhand Kirtani Jatha’s yearly Vaisakhi
Smagam on Vaisakhi 13th April 1978 in Ajit Naggar, Amritsar. Here news was received
about the Nakali Nirankaris shouting slogans against the Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji and
the Singhs decided to do a peaceful protest. They all started walking towards the Nakali
Nirankari’s gathering including Bhai Sahib and his young son Bhai Nonihal Singh. When
the Singhs were about 300 yards from the gathering, the police stopped them. Soon
afterwards, they were attacked by the Nakali Nirankaris, who were armed with swords,
axes, guns and spears. Many Singhs became Shaheed. Bhai Hari Singh was also among
the 13 Shaheed Singhs and his son was badly injured.

Giani Hari Singh’s funeral took place on the 15 April 1978 along with the other 12
Shaheed Singhs according to the Gur Maryada on the ground in front of Ramsar Sahib.
He was the eldest of his brothers and leaves behind his wife, three sons and one daughter.

During a Panthic gathering at Sri Akal Takht Sahib on 23 April 1978, Bhai Hari
Singh’s wife was honoured by the Akal Takht and gave a message to the Panth — “My
husband has given his life for Guru Ji and my three sons are also ready to give their lives
whenever the Panth needs them.”
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Shaheed Bhai Harbhajan Singh Ji, Bhattian

(by Bhai Baldev Singh Ji B.A, L.LB)

Today our brother Harbhajan Singh is not amongst us. His
injured dead body was with us for one or two days but how
long could we keep it with us, and finally we had to cremate his
body with tears of sadness. He has given himself to his Guru
and has left behind some unforgettable memories for us. Bhai
Harbhajan Singh obtained Shaheedi on 13 April 1978 and
was a priceless jewel of the Panth.
He was born on 17 April 1947 in the village of Bhattian in
Gurdaspur. His father Sardar Jagat Singh was a very Gurmukh
person and has been a Khalsa since 1923-24 to the present.
Whenever I speak to him about Harbhajan Singh’s Shaheedi,
he has an immediate shine in his eyes and tells me in a very
cool and calm manner that his son has managed to achieve so
much in his 31 years and has managed to get much further than us. He says with great
humbleness that he is very proud that his son has given Shaheedi to protect the honour of
the Khalsa Panth and against the disrespect shown to Guru Sahib.
Bhai Harbhajan Singh’s mother is also an Amritdhari Bibi. On her son’s Shaheedi she
thanked Akal Purkh, as Guru Sahib’s Hukam is:

Jis kee basat this agay rakeh
Prabh ki agay maneh matheh

She did not shed one tear and even tried to stop anybody else who was crying. His mother

Harbans Kaur has a very gentle personality and never even speaks loudly to anyone at
home. Most of what Harbhajan Singh achieved was due to his Gurmukh mother and
father.

Harbhajan Singh leaves behind his wife Joginder Kaur Ji who wears a Keski and three
children, Baljinder Singh 11, Kulwant Kaur 8 and baby Balkar Singh 8 months. His wife
is living in Chardi Kala according to God’s will. Harbhajan Singh has three brothers -
Sardar Niranjan Singh who is a teacher in a government school, Sardar Gurmeet Singh
who 1s with the BSF and Sardar Hardev Singh who does farming work. He also has two
sisters who are married. He was the only one who was Amritdhari out of his brothers and
sisters.

Bhai Harbhajan Singh studied up to the 10th class in the government school of
Kahnuwaan. After his matric he began studying for some time in college, but then enrolled
to do a course in Agriculture at Ludhiana University. After completing the course he
started working as an Inspector in Sri Gobindpur block.

About three years ago he took Amrit with all his family at the Akhand Kirtani Jatha
Smagam at Batala on Guru Nanak Dev Ji’s Gurpurb. He used to enjoy wearing fashionable
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clothes. A little while after taking Amrit he started wearing the Gurmukhi Bana of a
Damala on his head and a blue Chola. He walked around with a red face, a special
shine in his eyes and was always in Chardi Kala.

Bhai Sahib had the courage to always speak the truth to somebody’s face and
would never agree to anything that wasn’t based on Gurmat. From the day he took
Amrit he was a complete Bebeki, so much so that he only drank milk milked by the
hands of an Amritdhari Bibi. He was admitted to hospital for a period of time, but
he would not allow the doctors to touch his hair and left his fate in the hands of Akal
Purakh. Guru Sahib healed him and made him well again quickly.

Bhai Sahib would get up at Amrit Vela to do Naam Abyass according to Guru
Sahib’s Hukam. After Naam Abyass Kamai he would recite the Banis of Japji, Jaap,
Swaya, Chopai and Anand Sahib. Whenever he had more time he would also do
Paath of Asa Di Vaar, Sukhmani Sahib, Shabad Hazarai Pathshahi 10 and Shabad
Hazarai Patshahi 5. After Nitnem he would do Darshan of Guru Sahib and then
afterwards would have something to eat.

He very much enjoyed doing and listening to Kirtan. He would sit the whole
night, singing with the Kirtanees and doing Naam Abyass. He would never sing
a Shabad without first learning it by memory. Whenever he met another Singh, it
would always be with great humbleness. He would go so far as to hold the other
Singh’s hand and start kissing it. He would always embrace every other Singh and
do Naam Abyass with them and it would seem that they had not seen each other for
ages. Whenever he met me, it was always in a very loving manner. Bhai Sahib was
also very close to Bhai Gurdial Singh Ladupur Ji, Bhai Joginder Singh Ji Nenokhot,
Bhai Bakshish Singh Ji and Bhai Sarbjeet Singh Ji Udonangal. Once he met Bhai
Surbjeet Singh who had his beard tied up at the time. Bhai Sahib told him it was
not becoming for a Singh to tie up his beard. Bhai Sarbjeet
Singh immediately opened his beard and never tied it up
again. This is an example of how other Singhs respected
him.

Bhai Sahib had great respect for Master Niranjan Singh Ji
from Gurdaspur and greatly enjoyed his Kirtan. Whenever
he met Master Darshan Singh Ji Basrawa he would run to
touch his feet and would never stop no matter how much
Master Darshan Singh Ji tried. He had so much love for his
fellow Gursikhs.

Bhai Harbhajan Singh Ji gave so much to the Guru-
Panth in his young age. According to the Guru’s Hukam

‘Thun Munn Sabh Sonp Gur Ko Hukam Munia Payai’

he gave everything to his Guru. His Shaheedi has taught us so much and awakened
the whole Panth.
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Shaheed Bhai Gurcharan Singh Ji, Ludhiana

Bhai Gurcharan Singh Ji was born at the house of Bhai Daleep Singh Ji, an agricultural
inspector and Narain Kaur on 10th October 1946 in Rurka Korad in Jullunder. Bhai
Daleep Singh was transferred to Ludhiana when Gurcharan Singh was about 3 years
old, and the whole family took Amrit at Narangwal. Bhai Gurcharan Singh’s father, Bhai
Daleep Singh, was one of the close associates of Bhai Sahib Bhai Randhir Singh Ji.

Bhai Sahib’s primary education was in Gidarwaha, Tehsil Mukhtsar and he studied up
to the 9th class at Nathana in Batinda. He passed his 10th class in his village Nangal, Tehsil
Moga at Guru Nanak High School and then left studying to do farming, In 1965 he was
admitted into the Agricultural University and after passing his exams he was employed in
Malowal (Ferozpur) in 1967 and in a block in Ferozpur in 1968. Then he started doing
government service and was sent to Hargobindpur in Gurdaspur. In 1972 he left this and
in 1973 he was again employed by the Punjab Agricultural University.

This young Gursikh enjoyed doing Langar Sewa of the Sangat during Smagams and
would never get tired of doing Sewa day and night. From a young age, he enjoyed going to
the Sangat to listen to Kirtan, and would always sit right in front of the Kirtani Singhs. He
would go around the houses to call youngsters who were interested in listening to Kirtan
and would sit them on the front and rear of his bicycle and take them to join the Sangat.

With Guru Ji’s grace he learnt the Nitnem of the 5 Banis by memory in his 7th Class,
and when he went to the village of Nangal in Faridkhot he would do the Sewa of reading
Sukhmani Sahib at the Gurdwara Sahib at Amrit Vela. This Veer never had any bad
feelings for anyone and if some person did not speak to him due to some differences then
he would personally go around to their house and humbly talk to them.

Once when this Veer was about 5 or 6 years old, the whole family went to Narangwal
to meet Bhai Sahib Bhai Randhir Singh. Everybody lovingly embraced Bhai Sahib and
Bhai Sahib picked up all the children. When his turn came he embraced Bhai Sahib in
such a way that he would not let go of him and they did Naam Simran together for a long
time. This was the unique way in which the Singhs used to meet in those days.

This Gurmukh would help the needy without any hesitation and used to take
responsibility of Sewa of sending food to patients in hospital in the morning and evening.
His would do this Sewa twice a day, go to work and would go to study in evening classes and
also found time to come and join the Sangat. He had a very close and loving relationship
with Shaheed Bhai Fauja Singh Ji and was greatly influence by his fearless attitude.

He gave more importance to meeting and doing Darshan of Gursikhs than even to
his most import duties. On 15 April 1978 he had his first exam for his B.A., but he thought
it more important to go to join the Sangat at the Akhand Kirtani Smagam for Vaisakhi
in Amritsar on 12 April where his father, Daleep Singh was also present. The exams of
this life were left at Ludhiana and he took part in a new exam on 13th April of Vaisakhi.
‘Gur Kee Ninda Sunai Na Kaan’ and ‘Sura So Pachanyeh Jo Larai Deen Keh Heth. Purja
Purja Kut Marai Kabhoo Na shadai Keth’

Following these Shahbads he obtained Shaheedi from facing bullets and sticks.
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Shaheed Bhai Dharambir Singh Ji, Amritsar

Bhai Dharambir Singh Ji was born on 15 March 1953 in Delhi. His father’s name was
Bhai Lal Singh and his mother’s name was Baal Kaur. His father was from the village of
Sahowaal, Tehsil Daska, in the District of Sailkot in Pakistan.

His father and his two brothers started doing construction work at a young age. The
three brothers used to go around the nearby villages for building work and they were
fortunate to do the Sangat of Bhai Sahib Jawala Singh Ji in the village of Bhiki. This
Gurmukh used to live in basic accommodation and constructed a very beautiful place
for the Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji where Amrit-Bani was read daily and pilgrims could
get Langar and rest. Bhai Lal Singh and his smaller brother Bhai Gopal Singh were so
influenced by the Granthis of the Gurdwara, Bhai Sobha Singh and Bhai Tarlok Singh,
that they decided to stay in this village (Bhiki) doing building work.

After the formation of Pakistan they lived for a while in Hoshiapur, then in Delhi
and finally they all met up in Amritsar. Here Bhai Sobha Singh formed a Gurdwara in a
Masjid and Bhai Tarlok Singh did Sewa of the Sikh Sangat just like him. With Satguru’s
Grace they started Kirtan, Langar and Karah Prashad here just like the Bhiki Gurdwara
in Pakistan.

Four of five families lived near this Gurdwara Sahib and Bhai Dharambir Singh’s
father and uncle (Bhai Lal Singh and Bhai Gopal Singh) also settled here with their
families. By meeting this Gursikh Sangat, they listened to Kirtan and Nitnem everyday
and after a while Bhai Gopal Singh and Bhai Lal Singh started going to Akhand Kirtani
Jatha Smagams and slowly both families took Amrit.

Bhai Dharambir Singh took Amrit during his school education and he was also taking
the Shromani Committee’s religious exams. After studying up to the 10th Class his life
took a change in direction. At this time both brothers made a home in Ajeet Nagar and the
smaller brother Bhai Gopal Singh opened a factory for making Kirpans. Bhai Dharambir
Singh learnt how to make Kirpans from his uncle and started up a separate factory at the
rear end where he worked for 5 years.

During the time he started his business, he would also attend Akhand Kirtani Jatha
Smagams and would
take part in doing
Sewa of Ishnaan of
Harmandir Sahib
during the night.
Where he had
great enthusiasm in
listening to Kirtan,
he was also very keen
in learning Kirtan.
He was learning the
Harmonium and
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Tabla and had started to learn the Dilruba.

Since the start of his business of making Kirpans, there were a great number of
Gursikhs who used to come to him. He had a lot of respect for the Gursikhs that came to
him and did as much Sewa as he could for them. If any Gursikh needed any money then he
would be happy to help and never asked for it back, even if he could only just get by himself.

Bhai Dharambir Singh and Bhai Fauja Singh became closer to each other day by
day and he always accompanied him for religious causes. Bhai Dharambir Singh also
accompanied Bhai Fauja Singh when they went to stop some thugs who were showing
disrespect to the Sri Guru Granth Sahib at Guru Ke Mehal and Bhai Salo and had planned
to attack Guru Ke Mehal. The Gursikhs were attacked by stones and acid bottles and in
that case the Singhs were arrested and Bhai Dharambir Singh was also in Jail for about 3
months. Also in Vaisakhi he accompanied the other Singhs to peacefully protest against
the Nakali Nirankaris and there he achieved Shaheedi at such a young age. He was due to
be married in a couple of months.

Shaheed Jathedar Ranbir Singh Fauji, Mehta

(by Bhai Sahib Amrik Singh, Mehta)

Jathedar Ranbir Singh was born on 17 December 1935
at the house of Sardar Kala Singh in the village of
Thraj in the district of Faridhkot. Sardar Kala Singh did
agricultural work in the village of Thraj in Faridhkot.
During the Jaito Morcha he was sentenced to 14 years
in Jail, of which he served 5. He was also a member of
Sardar Bhagat Singh’s Naujwaan Sabha.
Jathedar Ranbir Singh’s wife, Sardari Rajwant Kaur
looks after and educates their 2 children ( Daljeet Singh
aged 13, and Parmjeet Kaur aged 11). The Jathedar has
one sister and 3 brothers who are employed in the army
or work in agriculture.
Bhai Ranbir Singh became an Amritdhari from the
age of 6. After completing his basic education he joined
the Army. He knew the 5 Banis and Sukhmani Sahib by
memory, he was a Nitnemi of the Panj Granthi and also in charge of religious duties in
the army. He received a pension after serving 20 years in the army and came to stay with
Sant Kartar Singh Ji Khalsa, Jatha Bhindra Mehta. Sant Ji made him the Jathedar of the
Mehta Gurdwara. He would give his monthly pension and sold his tractor trolley for Sewa.
Bhai Sahib was the Jathedar in protests against False Gurus in Komen, Mehta,
Kadia and Amritsar. On the 13 April he also obtained Shaheedi like his other brothers
while protesting in a peaceful manner. Two days before this incident, on the 11 April Bhai
Ranbir Singh went to Sri Goindwal Sahib and did 84 Paaths on the steps of the Baoli
Sahib and did Ardas to Guru Ji that may his body be used for the service of the Guru.
According to Guru’s will, his Ardas was answered.
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Shaheed Jathedar Amrik Singh Ji Khujala

(by Giani Jaswant Singh Ji B.A.,B.T)

Born - Fagan 1957

Father - Kundan Singh Ji
Mother - Harbhajan Kaur
Brothers - 1 elder and 4 younger
Village - Kajala (Amritsar)

One of the 13 Singhs Shaheed in the
holy city of Amritsar on Vaisakhi was 21 year
old Jathedar Amrik Singh. He was honoured
with the position of Jathedar at Sri Akal Takht
Sahib because he persuaded many people to
come here and take Amrit. He himself took
Amrit from here 6 years earlier.

After completing his primary education
he was not interested in studying any more. He
had a great love for Gurbani and Sikh History
in his mind and after taking Amrit he joined
the Bhindrawale Jatha whose Dera, Mehta
Chowk was nearby.

He was very compassionate when he saw distressed or needy people. To help them
he gave countless amounts of money, things from his house and even the clothes he was
wearing without any hesitation. Once when he was doing Sewa for the Guru’s Sangat,
when he could not get the money he needed he sold a ring made of gold from his home.

He had a daily routine of reciting Naam-Bani at Amrit Vela. No matter how late he
was in Satsang the night before, he would always be awake for Amrit Vela. At the Rehras
time in the evening, he would stop his work, no matter how important it was and be present
for the Rehras Divaan and bring others with him. This was a part of his Nitnem. After
the morning’s Nitnem he would not eat any food before doing Darshan of Guru Maharaj.

Bhai Sahib was always doing Sangat of Gurmukhs or Sangat at the Guru’s house,
and he was always strict in his Rehni-Behni according to Gurmat Bebek. He also acquired
a love for Sarbloh Rehni (eating in iron utensils). He would always keep his Bata (iron
utensil) shining and would never let anyone who had not taken Amrit use it.

He persuaded the workers who helped his mother and father with the farming work
and many other people on the Guru’s path. Even though his family was well off he still
wore simple Gursikhi clothes. He would never tolerate anybody who showed disrespect
towards Guru Ji.

On Vaisakhi day Bhai Sahib woke up at Amrit Vela and did his Ishnaan and Nitnem.
He then went to the Gurdwara and then went to meet Jathedar Kala Singh who was
staying at room number 5 at Guru Nanak Niwas. He then left his shoes there and bathed
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at the Holy Amritsar Sarowar. Afterwards he walked around the Sri Akal Takht Sahib, did
Darshan of the Shashters, thought about the Shaheeds and did Ardas that he may also
be able to give Kurbani. He then walked around the Nishaan Sahib reading parts of the
Hukamnama -

Kaya Kagad Mun Parwana, Sir Ke Lek Na Parey Iana
(Dhanasari Mahalla 5, Panna 662)

He meets a Gurmukh on the way to the Divaan who says to him- “Singh of the Guru,
today is the time for Kurbani, Guru Ji is in need of a head. The Singhs are preparing to
go and stop the insults being shouted against our Guru, you should also be present”. Then
Bhai Sahib walks towards the rest of the Guru’s Army. As he was walking he was about
to drink water to quench his thirst, the glass he reached out for was taken by some other
Singh. Then he did not care for water, nor any Langar, he did not even bother to put his
shoes on and went forward to take Shaheedi. He was met by bullets, he shouted out Fateh
and died a Shaheed.

Shaheed Bhai Gurdial Singh J1 Modai

(by Gianni Jaswant Singh B.A, B.T)

Father - Bhai Sohan Singh Ji

Mother- Gulab Kaur Ji

Village - Modai, District Amritsar

Wife - Bibi Jagir Kaur age 29 years

Children - Kanverjeet Kaur 7 years, Charanjeet
Singh 5 and a half years, Sukhraj Kaur 3 years,
Karamjeet Singh 1 and a half years

Bhai Gurdial Singh was an amazing soul out of
the 13 Shaheed Singhs. None of the relatives
of his parents or grandparents were Amritdhari
Sikhs. He passed his 10th class in the government
school in Attari and then started helping at home with the farming work.

Bhai Sahib started doing Sehaj Paath Abyass of Sri Guru Granth Sahib. From the
beginning he did Paath from Laridaar Saroop (connected words form of Sri Guru Granth
Sahib) and slowly he learnt to do Akhand Paath. He then started doing Sewa of Paath
near and far from his village and never took any money in return.

Bhai Sahib then started going to Mehta and other places for Satsang. He took Amrit
from Bhindrawale Jatha in 1976. At that time his Singhni was not ready to take Amrit but
later on she also agreed to take Amrit. He would rise daily at Amrit Vela, do his Nitnem and
recited Sukhmani Sahib as well. He also studied religious books and used to acquire these
from his close friends. At the time of his Shaheedi he was reading ‘Gurmat Nirnai Bhandar’.

With his persuasion, many other Singhs in his village also took Amrit. He was always
the main organiser for arranging programs at the Gurdwara and at other religious events.
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Everybody used to take advice from him before going ahead with any event.

Bhai Sahib went to Amritsar the day before Amritsar. He wanted to do Darshan of the
Guru’s Darbar, to bathe in the Amrit Sarowar and had a desire to meet Sant Jarnail Singh
Ji. On the day of Vaisakhi, after doing Ishnaan and Nitnem he went to the Divaan at
Manji Sahib. Bhai Jarnail Singh was organising a program with Singhs from the Akhand
Kirtani Jatha and the Bhindranwale Jatha to do a peaceful protest to stop the insults being
shouted against Guru Ji. Sant Jarnail Singh Ji himself was getting ready to go with the
protest, and at this time Bhai Gurdial Singh Ji stood up and asked Sant Ji not to go and
that he would go instead.

He leaves behind his wife and three children whose ages are about 7 years, 5 and a

half years and 1 and a half years. Great are such Sikh Warrior-Saints, who leave behind
their wives and children and give their lives for the Guru Panth.

Shaheed Baba Darshan Singh Ji, Mehta

Baba Darshan Singh was born in the village of Nawan Vaironangal in the Tehsil of Batala
at the house of Sardar Achher Singh. At the time of Shaheedi, his age was about 65-70
years old and he was religious from childhood. His mother and father were Amritdhari

and he took Amrit
though he did not get
he was very good at
was a Nitnemi and
Paathi.

Apart from the
included Asa Di Vaar
remained single for
stayed at Cheleana
was present at the
Here he took part in
done for the Shaheed
Akhand Paaths were
Singhs at the village
stayed there for one
Sewa of the Akhand

at the age of 10. Even
much school education,
Gurmat education. He

an accomplished Akhand

five Banis his Nitnem also
and Sukhmani Sahib. He
the whole of his life. He
Sahib for 20 years and
Shaheedi massacre there.
the 101 Akhand Paaths
Singhs. Afterwards 202
done for the Shaheed
of Kaleh, and Bhai Sahib
and a half years doing
Paaths.

Afterwards he stayed at the Gurdwara Guriana Sahib, the historical Gurdwara of the
6th Guru in Vaironangal. There, he stayed as a Granthi and did a lot of Sewa, teaching
many people Paath from the Guru Granth Sahib and making them into Akhand Paathis.
He would only eat Bebek food prepared by his own hands and always kept a Sarbloh (iron)
Simrana in his hands.

After doing Sewa at Guriana Sahib for about 9 or 10 years he moved to Dera Mehta.
Here Sant Kartar Singh Ji Khalsa appointed him Jathedar of the land of the Dera. He
carried out this Sewa until the end. He also used to give his pension to the Dera.
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Sangat en-route to Funeral
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Final Respects before
Cremation service
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En-route to cremation ground & Preparations
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Reminiscences
Meeting Bhai Fauja Singh jee

This section features the firsthand accounts of
Sikhs from across the world, all of which had the
priviledge of spending time with Bhai Fauja Singh.

Selfless Service

His daily routine began when he’d wake up at two in the morning during Amrit
Vela. After having a bath he would begin Naam Simran meditation. After reciting
Nitnem and following Satguru's Darshan he would sing Kirtan in the Sangat and
then he would be happy doing sewa all day long.

Bhai Fauja Singh’s house was very close to Siri Darbar Sahib that meant that for
many years countless Gursikhs would visit him when going there. The couple lived
on the third floor where there were no facilities for water. Every night, before going
to sleep, Bhai Fauja Singh would serve the overnight Sangat staying at his house by
filling buckets of water from the water pump down below and taking these upstairs
for Amrit Vela Ishnaan. These three flights of stairs were so narrow that it was
difficult even just walking up them without carrying anything. When we asked him
to install basic facilities for accessible water, he would laughingly reply; “Sister, if
some other facilities were made available then I would not be able to do this Sewa
anymore”.

We used to talk at home back in America amongst ourselves that this was a soul
of a Shaheed sent here for a particular reason; and when that event took place, this
soul wouldn’t remain on this planet for much longer. Guru Sahib gave His blessings
and made Bhai Sahib offer Shaheedi to awaken the sleeping Panth and to re-instill
the Khalsa spirit, love, devotion and respect for Satguru. This Gursikh was always
ready to obey the Guru's order and it was this spirit of devotion and sense of duty
towards the Guru that made Bhai Fauja Singh immediately get up from doing
the Sewa of Langar and present himself for the ultimate sacrifice. He completed
the Sewa that Satguru had sent him to do. Bhai Fauja Singh and the other twelve
Gursikhs gave their lives to remove the Panth’s complacency.

Bibi Harsharan Kaus;, Jullundhay, Punjab
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Gentle Warrior

I know he was a fierce and brave warrior of the Guru,
but I remember him mostly as a gentle and kind teacher.
We were so young and so new to Sikhi; we were so
ignorant. Bibi Amarjeet Kaur and Bhai Fauja Singh
treated us as their spiritual children, and patiently taught
us and inspired us upon the Guru’s Path. They would
write the sweetest letters to encourage our devotion to
Waheguru. He never chastized or humiliated us for
the hundreds of thousands of mistakes we made every
day. Instead, his pure love would gently correct and
immediately forgive every mistake.

Bibi Shanti Kaur Khalsa, America

Anand Anand Anand Hai!

Once Bhai Fauja Singh jee and other Gursikhs woke at Amritvela in the early
hours 12 -1. All Singhs were doing Gurmat Ishnaan and quickly made there way
to the spot on Khalsa Farm were Naam Abhyass started. Naam Abhyass was going
on in high spirits and all Gursikhs where tasting the Rass of Naam and very much
in a Premi Bliss with Sri Gurdev jee. A Gursikh started Nitnem Paath, when the
time for Sri Anand Sahib came, Bhai Fauja Singh jee started such an amazing
high pitched Bairaagi recitation. The Anand was so pleasurable, nobody sitting
there was not Jaaping Naam with such vigour. It was such an unseen wonderful
experience. Bhai Fauja Singh jee was in a different realm and many hours passed
reciting Sri Anand Sahib. Such experiences rarely come in one’s Jeevan and to sit
with such Gursikhs is a true blessing from Vaheguroo.

Master Neranjan Singh
Gurdaspur, Punjab

A SIHEM

Bhai Fauja Singh started doing a lot of Seva for Gursikhs. He worked around
Amritsar. He used to spend all the wages he and his Singhni earned on the Seva
of the Singhs. Bibi jee told us that he used to say “All the money we spend on
ourselves is wasted but the money we spend on doing Seva for the Gursikhs is not
wasted and is saved in our bank”.

Bibi Amarpit Kaur — Wife of Shaheed Bhai Fauja Singh jee

74 | Kurbani wwww.akj.org



g eTs o

B usT I fx 8y g9 Ao © 993 IF 7S »i3 g9wd UU AS U9 A 8JsT &
fnmersg ¥ aH® 3 fon® mifius © 39 3 maet 9f | wiFt &aes | 3 fid
&g o2 o | ot 5U3 R v A gt S fitw 3 S eiiets 39
A8 &% viue garat dfent 2iar un »r8e | Bust Ag 93 It diew 578 frurfenr
3 A I9 T 99 '3 O s Ufgs |3t 89 A 593 Ot fimmy w3 ey ofgae
Fﬁf‘%ﬁﬂwmzﬁr@mw@ 8Tt 3T o A3 I IeeT Smft meh
I3 IAS ISt a9 Ag & f5afan &7 mar fest | fer <F aarfe 8ast & Fer
HY™ md 99 353t § He &9 féer 3 g9 %3t § 393 AU féer|

gt BIST A9 UTHAT, niHdten

MET MEE T J |

&g =9 gt e fAw wt 3 J9 gafity »ifys 38 12-1 =
831 A9 fAw JoHf3 feres J9a 37T &% u®AT ggH K9
BF Aq % I 7 IJ As g a™ nifgmA 9% faar AT a1
nifgne 993 It 93t o &9 7 foor At 19 aafiy aH
JA © g% 39 9J A5 3 HI Jove o &% feAne €9 As |
fEq IIfy & fe33H T U's nid3 i3 3 A9 nide Afdg ©
Uts & Idt niet 3T et @A fRw A7 & gH3ardt 89 e
3 §9791 ni=HET &9 Us I9aT 93 13T BF AN 83T nide
A & aEt & fRw wifror st A A fa y3 AR &9 s &t
At v faor1 feo f€x nifore woed 399 At 3=t @A
| Hw far €9 niergr @9 A% 3 nide ATIY T Us Fgfen
et WiZ Bw aie | feg faor 399 ue 2u Ot for T dies T
Je I 3 f&d AT I3t I T8 Iyt 5% FoT Tfgqrg A & »urg e =
AT It J |

HACT fodne fAw, J9emyg, damg

A< SHEM

gret e fiw 7t & gafidt et 9t Aer J9dt g9 a9 o3t €9 »ifizAg © mim
UTH IH 3¢ ATl 37t ATfag A7 »iust 3 wiust fRwst & 3suma fRwt < Aer €3
99 o9 fde | didt #t & Ap € X 37et Aoy At faar a9, RISt Hienr
W U 83 yJge It 8T fongw At I 3 fAa3t Hifenm niAt argfiat <t A=r
g w@e ot 8 fongw adt At 3 8u nmust &' e Ayt It T 1

wwww.akj.org



Detached Like a Lotus Flower

Bhai Fauja Singh was a completely carefree soul. He did not care for his
own self nor for luxuries which we all seem to be gathering in these modern
times. I remember watching a Gathka fight take place; Bhai Sahib and
his opponent wielded swords. Bhai Sahib recieved a cut to his leg. When
some Singhs came to look at the cut, Bhai Sahib told them not to bother
about it, but it was clear to everyone that the cut was a serious wound. It
was about four inches long and one inch deep. However, to everyone's
amazement, he continued to fight as if nothing had happened. This was
the everyday life of this most special Gursikh.

Master Niranjan Singh, Gurdaspur, Punjab
Blinding Light

We were in an Amrit Sanchaar in 1977, there were many Abhilakees
including some American Sikh’s. Shaheed Bhai Fauja Singh jee also
peshed at this Smagam as he had just been released from Gurdaspur Jail
after 9 months. When the Panj Singhs were giving the Sikhiaa we realised
that the American Sikhs were having trouble understanding so we asked
Bhai Sahib Fauja Singh jee to explain Gursikhee Khalsa Rehat & Jeevan
in English as he was very fluent. He did Matha Tekh to Sri Guru Granth
Sahib jee and then stood near us, he began to explain Gurmat, he spoke
with his eyes closed and his Head in the Air, as he spoke, a strong light
began emitting from him, I remember it became so bright that many
Abhilakees covered there eyes and others began Vibrating Naam. He was
a special Sikh of Sri Guru Gobind Singh Sahib jee.

Bhai Mohinder Singh jee Kala Sanghian

Kirat Karoh!

Bhai Sahib was very physically fit. He would spend many hours per day
uprooting plants and doing other tasks around the farm. Because of the
heat, he would be dressed in just a Kachera and his Dastaar. The heat
would severely tan his body but he would never step back from his service.
This was his daily routine and in the evening he, along with the Singhs,
would go out and spread the Sikh message in the villages.

Anonymous Gursikh United Ringdom
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Sowing the Seeds Of Sikhi

Bhai Fauja Singh was like a gardener who
selflessly and joyfully planted seeds in the
Indian villages in the hope that the spirit
of the Khalsa would be re-awakened.

Bibi Ragbir Kaur Khalsa, Oregon, America
Guardian Angel

I had travelled to Amritsar alone and
spent most of the first parts of my stay
there very much alone except for the
growing friendship with my only true
friend.
When things were down and darkest
and my body and soul were crying out for
help, a man in a black turban appeared
and in his company my spirits soared. He
was a shy and very humble person. He
later told me when the Guru sees one of his Sikhs in trouble he always sends
another to help. This is a Truth!
This Singh inspired me to become a Sikh of the True Guru - it was Bhai
Fauja Singh. He showed me by his love and devotion how to truly live as one.

A Gursikh
Natural Leader

Throughout my time I have seen many Jathedars, Leaders, Parcharaks etc.
However, I have never met anyone as Chardi Kalaa as Bhai Fauja Singh - he
was a living example of Gurmat. Let me give you just one example of his true
greatness, reflected through his humilty.

The Jatha would hold well-attended Smagams throughout India. These
were usually held in the big parathan (old/ ancient) Gurdwaras. I reguarly
booked leave from my airbase and attended these Smagams.

Bhai Fauja Singh was highly respected by all of us naujawans; he was
a natural leader and we were all in awe of him. He was a great general.
Day and night he would spend in Naam Abyass, while doing sewa for the
thousands of Sangatan.

Back in the 1970°s, very few of these Gurdwara Sahibs had modern
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facilities. The Sangat would go into the nearby fields to relieve themselves. After the
Smagam, Bhai Fauja Singh gathered all the naujawans and told us how pavitaar (special/
pure) these places were. The Guru-ghar should always be immaculate he would tell us and
we should not only clean the Gurdwara premises, but the fields around it as well. He gave
us all buckets and told us to follow him into the fields. I saw him with his bare hands pick
up feaces and put them in the bucket. Here was one of the great generals of our Panth, a
renowned leader, and yet here he was displaying immense nimarata (deep humility).

How many of our contemporary leaders, parchaaraks and so-called sants would have
the humility to do sewa like that? He was a Nawab Kapur Singh of the modern era.

Bhai Amolak Singh, Austrailia

Fearless Gursikh

As a young boy, Bhai Fauja Singh had taken Chulla (a sip of Amrit given to Sikh children)
from the Panj Piyare. He spent time deeply engrossed in Naam Abyass. The family and
other villagers were at times distressed by his wayward attitude. He would sometimes
disappear for days and deeply engross himself in Abyass. People would go out looking
for him assuming that he was lost, only for him to return smiling absolutely free from
worldliness.

Sometimes at night he was seen in the local cemetary sitting in a meditative position.
When asked what he was doing there at such a late hour, he once replied to another
Gursikh; “I was challenging the ghosts and spirits with the Guru's Naam”. This was the
belief and spirit of Bhai Fauja Singh as a young child.

Master Nurangan Singh, Gurdaspur

Straight Talker

After the Guru Ke Mehal incident in the early seventies, Bhai Fauja Singh became very
famous in Panthic circles. He was very highly respected. The Akalis organised a huge
conference at Teja Singh Samundri hall at the Harmandar Sahib complex, shortly after
the incident. Here they gave Bhai Fauja Singh a Siropa for his galant Seva.

When Bhai Fauja Singh went onstage he delivered a forceful speech, completely
lambasting the Akalis. He told them that they should die of shame given that in their Raj
of Punjab, because they couldn’t even stop our Guru being disrespected. He warned them
that this weak leadership would go on to cost the Sikh Nation dearly.

Dr Darshan Singh, Ex-Dean Punjab University.
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Protector Of The Oppressed

I remember when Bhai Fauja Singh moved to our area and set-up the Khalsa
Farm. It had a dramatic impact because young Singhs would come wearing
Bana. This was rare in our area. Apparently, the daily routine he instilled
amongst the naujawan was very strict. You could see all of these young boys
becoming strong and having the presence of Akal Purkh Ki Fauj.

In our local area there was a thug who bullied everyone like a warlord. He
would use extortion and get money from all the businesses in the area. Everyone
was absolutely afraid of him. He would regularly assualt people in the streets
and the police would say nothing to him. He was over 6 ft 5 inches tall and very
strong. He had heard Bhai Fauja Singh had moved to the area. One day, he
assaulted one of the young boys who had come to Khalsa Farm. After beating
up the young boy he told him to tell Bhai Fauja Singh to come and fight him if

he was a real man.

The next day, Bhai Fauja Singh came to the town. Youths from the farm
accompanied him. The thug walked forward and confronted Bhai Fauja Singh.
Bhai Fauja Singh proceeded to scold the young lad who had previously been
assaulted by the thug. He said to him that he should be ashamed that he wore
the dastaar of Guru Gobind Singh Ji and was beaten-up. He then said to the
thug that he was a strong man and this was a gift from God. He told him to
give up his negative ways and to become a Sikh of the Guru. But the thug was
abusive and hit him. Bhai Sahib remained calm and once again told the thug
to stop his evil ways. Instead of listening, he pulled out a weapon and attacked
Fauja Singh. A fierce fight ensued which ended with the thug losing his life.
Everyone started cheering and hugged Bhai Fauja Singh. They were overjoyed
that their oppressor was finally dead.

However, Bhai Fauja Singh was unhappy. He said that the man was brave but
sadly he had chosen the wrong path. He told us that if this thug had become a
Sikh he could have helped many people.

Bhai Fauja Singh had to leave the area as the police were after him. The police
never did anything about the thug when he terrorised the local people, but they
were now after Bhai Fauja Singh. He went to Amritsar and then went to the
police station and handed himself over. The people of our area will never forget
him. He was a great soul.

A Gursikh
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Great Visionary

During the spring of 1978, many Premi Gursikhs and myself went to Punjab. We
were in high spirits and attended the Vaisakhi Akhand Kirtan Smagam. The Sangat
that had travelled from the UK was large, yet Bhai Fauja Singh begged us all to stay
at his house and do the Sewa of all the Gursikhs. We happily went along to his house.

In the afternoon, we were all talking about the need to do Parchaar in Punjab.
Bhai Fauja Singh stated that not only Parchaar was needed but also the flower of the
Panth also needed to be watered with the blood of Gursikhs. He said that the cycle of
hardship had turned full-circle and the Khalsa needed to become strong by immersing
itself in Naam.

I was most impressed by his personality because he had so much Khalsa Spirit. We
did Rehras Sahib together and then, during the next day at the Smagam, I heard Bhai
Fauja Singh had become Shaheed - fulfilling the prophecies of the previous day. He
was a true son of Guru Gobind Singh Ji.

The Late Bhai Rama Singh, former Jathedar Of Akhand Kirtan: Jatha (UK)

Inspirational Spirit

After the Gurdwara Bhai Salo Ji and Guru Keh Mehal Ji incident, Bhai Fauja Singh
had to spend some time in Jail. Coincidentally, the fascist right-wing Hindu thugs
of Jan Sangh (now BJP) who tried to desecrate the Gurdwara were also in the same
prison. They complained of the harsh conditions and spent their days crying for tea.
However when the Sangat found out the Bhai Fauja Singh and his companions were
there, they flocked to the prison with Langar and fruit. The fascists looked on in
despair as the Sangat did Sewa of the Gursikhs, tending to their injuries. These were
mainly burns to their legs and feet, which were caused by the acid bottles.

The Gursikhs spent their time engrossed in Naam and Bani. The warden of the
prison, as well as the officers, realised the Gursikh nature of Bhai Fauja Singh and
held him in high regard. In one of the warden’s letters, he mentioned how he saw
this Sikh sit in meditation all night long and wondered where he attained his strength.
Although the warden was a Hindu, Bhai Fauja Singh fascinated him. Many other
prisoners started to develop a Gursikh nature thanks to the Sangat.

Many of them wanted to take Amrit. Bhai Fauja Singh made a request to the
Warden asking if the Jatha could come to the prison and perform a Rainsbhai Kirtan
and Amrit Sanchaar programme. The request was approved and the Sangat was
allowed into the prison. Many took Amrit and came into the protection of the Guru’s
Charan. One of these new Khalsa was the warden himself.
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Soorbir of Righteousness

Once Bhai Sahib, Bibi Jee and I were coming to the farm. The river was overflowing that
day. As we were crossing there were a number of soldiers there too. One of them was
ranked as Major and he lit up a cigarette. It appeared that he did this intentionally because
he saw Bhai Sahib wearing the full Bana (Khalsa uniform). Bhai Sahib asked him very
politely to put out the cigarette because it would be courteous since it was a public place.
He just ignored the request and began inhaling longer breaths while smoking. He asked
again humbly but again he took no notice. This time Bhai Sahib placed his hand on his
Khanda (double edged sword) and shouted at him. Me and Bibi Jee both got worried, we
feared what would take place now. He told him that he was trying to make a mockery of
his request. He said that if’ you are the man that you believe you are, you will not put out
that cigarette now because I am going to cut you into two pieces. He quickly threw the
cigarette into the water and asked for forgiveness.

This was an act of righteousness that was driven by the Naam that resounded in Bhai
Sahib’s very being. But his personality was a fine balance between the great Khalsa Soldier
and the humble Khalsa Saint. Where he upheld righteousness he also helped the needy.
This he recognised as his duty and he also recognised the Sikhs in higher regards than his
own life. He was forever ready to give his life for them. It was unfortunate that many at that
time recognised him as a troublemaker who was always caught up in some sort of strife.
They used to say, “Why doesn’t he just carry on repeating God’s name without getting
entangled in these issues?” But Bhai Sahib’s only concern was the level of deterioration
occurring in the Panth and the disrespect given to the Guru.

Anonymous Gursikh, United Kingdom

Parchaar In Chardikaala
Je Jeevay Path Luthee Jaa-ay Sabh Huraam.
These great words of the Guru were enshrined in his heart.

While the world is attached to their wealth, homes, cars and possessions. Looking for ways
to amass more wealth. Bhai Sahib had no regard for these things. He was searching for
ways to bring Chardhee Kalaa and progression to the Panth.

In 1976 this mission took further steps forward. 10 day camps were organised around
Amritsar, which were attended by many Singhs. The days would begin with the service of
Sri Guru Granth Sahib Jee. Many areas were in a sorry state and were filthy. First they were
taught to serve Guru Maharaj with respect, then Asa Dee Vaar would be sung. Then there
would be a session on Gurmat Vichaar. In the evenings there would be Rehraas followed by
a Keertan Deevaan, after which Bhai Sahib would lecture on Gurmat. After hearing these
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lectures, the lives of many took a turn and they prepared themselves to take Amrit. The
youth were especially influenced by his words. It was a great phenomenon to witness.
Even while travelling the Singhs and Singhnees would perform Kirtan on trailers which
had a wondrous effect on the surrounding villagers. Many would just join in and create
a large procession. Singhs like Master Niranjan Singh Jee (Gurdaspur), Hazara Singh
Jee Retd. DSP (Gurdaspur), Gurmukh Singh Jee (Patiala), Baldev Singh Jee (Amritsar)
all took part in this. They all helped in the Keertan and Vichaar seva. All who attended
this “Chaldhaa Vaheer Smaagam™ lost any desire to return home.

As the Singhs were travelling to the Gallee Village, they were obstructed by a
CID team. The police had been sent by Niranjan ‘Singh’ Nirankaree to intentionally
cause a disturbance. The police took Bhai Sahib in for questioning at a nearby Doctor’s
building. They asked who had given them permission to go from village to village doing
missionary work. Bhai Sahib responded by telling them that no permission needs to
be sought for the work of the Sikh mission. The police were dumbstruck by his quick
and sharp responses and the vigour and love he showed for his. The police asked for
forgiveness for obstructing and went on their way.

Grani Hazoora Singh — United Kingdom

College Thugs

Once Shaheed Bhai Fauja Singh jee’s Gursikh Friend was running for the College
Student Union President. There were many Students that had attended the Campaign
day and a handful of troublemakers were also present. The troublemakers started
hurling abuse at the Gursikh while he was speaking and threatened him that if he did
not stand down from running for Student Union President they would sort him out.

The Gursikh later on that day met Bhai Fauja Singh jee who told him what had
happened. Bhai Sahib was furious and went into Bir Rass, and said “we will show
these troublemakers they can’t intimidate Gursikhs.” Bhai Sahib grabbed a long Lathi
(wooden staff) and made his way to the 30-40 Youth. Bhai Sahib said, “Which one of
you has threatened by dear friend for no reason and said many disgusting words to
him?” At that moment all the crowd of Youth got really aggressive and said, “What are
you going to do about it?”

Bhai Fauja Singh Jee, who was a skilled martial artist, began hitting them with
his Lathi. One by one, they all dropped in a brawl. Majority of them had broken or
fractured bones. Amazingly, Bhai Sahib didn’t have a scratch on him, even though he
was outnumbered by 30-40. Bhai Sahib said, “If you ever do this again to anyone, then
I will come back again”. They all asked for forgiveness and said they would never to it
again!

Dr Daljeet Singh Virk, United Kingdom
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Rangley Saajan Dr Surinder Singh and Bhai Fauja Singh

Once, Bhai Fauja Singh jee organized a Siri Akhand Paath Sahib at Khalsa Farm
(his farm) and many Gurmukhs including Dr. Surinder Singh jee attended this

Samagam. Most of the time, Dr Sahib sat in the hazoori of Maharaj and listened

to paath. At one point, Dr. Sahib stepped out and Bhai Fauja Singh too followed
him and asked him to eat some Langar. Dr. Sahib told Bhai Fauja Singh that he is

going out and would be back in about half an hour or so.

In Ludhiana at that time a Singh by the name
of Bhai Gurdeep Singh was residing. His son
had recently died and he was in a very depressed
condition. Bhai Gurdeep Singh was close to Dr.
Sahib and Dr. Sahib was able to feel his mental
condition. There was no time to reach him the
conventional way, so Dr Sahib arrived at the house
of Bhai Gurdeep Singh, the other way (spiritual
way). Dr Sahib advised Bhai Gurdeep Singh to
do Gurbani paath and not be depressed this way.
He said that Singhs don’t get depressed when they
lose their worldly possessions and always stay in
Chardi Kala through Naam and Gurbani paath.
Dr Sahib stayed there for about half hour or so
and then got up to leave. Bhai Gurdeep Singh
went to see off Dr Sahib and for a moment he
looked back and then looked outside towards Dr
Sahib but he could not find him anywhere.

After some days he met Bhai Fauja Singh and
narrated to him the incident of Dr Sahib’s arrival.
Bhai Fauja Singh asked him for the date and was
surprised to know that on that date, Dr Sahib
was attending Akhand Paath Sahib. He then
remembered that he had stepped out for half an
hour or so. Then they figured out that Dr Sahib
had gone to console Bhai Gurdeep Singh who was
in an extremely dejected and depressed state of
mind. Such was the spiritual state of Dr Sahib.

Gurmukh Singh, Anandpur Sahib, Punjab
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yd3s fAwt @& #es - Jeevan of a Puratan Gursikh
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Bhai Sahib Bhai Fauja Singh’s life was like Puraatan Singh’s life . He was japi tapi, Nitnemi
and practioner of Naam Abhyaas. After his love for Guru Granth Sahib Ji, he had immense
love for bana and shastar. He encouraged Singhs to keep their rehat and wear bana as well as
doing Simran, kirtan and reciting gurbani. He inspired many Akhand Kirtani Jatha Singhs
to wear full bana, to tie a dumalla and kamarkassa, and to always keep shastar with them.
The Jatha Singhs already wore bana but they were more influenced and inspired by him.
With Wahegurus blessing, his soul came from heaven in order to do work for his faith. He
always lived his life accoring to Wahegurus hukam. Whilst living and partaking in normal
familial duties, he was always thinking about how or when the Khalsa panth would achieve
greatness and how singhs could be chardi kala. He would say ‘If needed, I will become sha-
heed and i1 am always ready for this.” He was excited about shaheedi 24 hours a day. Bhai
Fauja Singh was one of those Singhs, whom Dasmesh Maharaj would want Singhs to be
like and who had Maharajee’s blessings. Whatever Bhai Sahib thought about, whatever
his hopes were, his excitement about shaheedi, all were achieved with Satgurus blessings.
His blood woke up a sleeping Kaum, it made them understand and realise where they were
heading. Their carelessness was leading their house to be robbed.

The blood of shaheeds wakes up sleeping nations, revolutionaries are born, bir ras is born.
It makes them aware of their heritage, of what they are and where they are heading. Bhai
Sahibs life was how Guru Gobind Singh Jis true Sikhs life should be.

g fsa® fHw gttt @& Baba Nikaal Singh Harianwelan
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Provocation Campaign by Nirankari Cult

1. Gurbachan put his foot on Sri Guru Granth Sahib jees Saroop
2. Created Sat Sitaaray (Seven Stars) mimicking the Panj Pyaareh ( 5 Beloved Ones)
3. Called himself equal to Sri Guru Nanak Dev jee

4. People within the cult were appointed positions of “Bhai Mardana”, “Bhai Bala”, “Bhai
Gurdas”, Bebe Nanaki and “Baba Buddha” along with other historical Sikh personalities

5. Called himself Greater than Sri Hargobind Sahib jee by saying “ Your Guru freed 52
prisoners, but I have Freed 63 People.

6. Called Sir1 Guru Granth Sahib Ji a bundle of papers
7. Criticised and mock Guru Sahib through their texts titled Avtar Bani & Yug Purash.
8. Called Kar Seva, Bikar Seva.

9. Pious Sikh Passage are intermixed and entwined with anti-Sikh apocrypha and self-made
verses calculated to profane Sikhism and to insult its sacrosanct dignity. Example below:
“Gurbachan Singh is the Descent of Divinity on Earth. He is the Sustainer of the entire
Universe. (O, Gurbachan) your Will is the sole measure of Goodness. For, you are the
eternal living God.”

10. In the April 1972 Sant Nirankari Magazine it shows, the pious text of Bhai Gurdas,

“jahar pir jagat gur baba”, ‘Guru Nanak is the living Light and Guide of mankind” has been

perverted by these pseudo-nirankari into Jahar pir Gurbachan baba, ‘{(Baba) Gurbachan is
the light and Guide of mankind’

11. Gurbachana Narakdhari son had been actually named Gobind Singh, not as a mark of
reverence for Sri Guru Gobind Singh as many Sikhs do, but as a mockery of the last Sikh Guru.

12. Gurbachana Narakdhari, created a serious riot by stating in a public gathering that
“Guru Gobind Singh, the Sikh Prophet knew nothing about spiritualism or devotion to
God; he was just a common hunter, a shikari of birds and animals..”

13. Avtar Narakdhari father of Gurbachana dug up a ditch at his headquarters at Delhi and has
named it Santokhsar, with the deliberate and malicious intention of insulting the Sikh religion.

14. In 1972, Gurbachana Narakdhari, to outdo the Agha Khan and Asiatic emperors and

magnates of the past ages, had himself publicly weighed against bundles of Reserve Bank

of India paper-currency to prove his divinity. His Photographs of this ceremony widely

appeared in the Press and. these photos carried a caption underneath: “ape kanda tol toraji

ape tolan hara”. This is a text from Guru Granth Sahib jee he had further more made
himself into Human Satguru.

15. Speakers, Lecturers throught Punjab and India spoke against Sikh Gurus, History,

Rehat, Gurbani openly on a mass scale.
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Various Stories of 1978 Shaheed Gursikhs

baabaaneeaa kehaaneeaa puth saputh karaen
The stories of one’s ancestors make the children good children

Shaheed Bhai Avtar Singh and Rangley Saajan Dr Surinder Singh
Once at Ludhiana Samagam, Dr Sahib requested Bhai Avtar Singh to eat food prepared
by him at such and such place. This was morning time of the day when Ran Subaayee
was to occur at night. Bhai Avtar Singh jee said that he would eat langar prepared at the
Samagam but Dr Sahib insisted on his request. Bhai Avtar Singh jee promised to come
shortly but later on forgot about it. At night Ran Subaayee started and it was towards the
end of Ran Subaayee that Bhai Avtar Singh remembered that he had promised to eat
parshaada prepared by Dr Sahib.

He rushed to the place where Dr Sahib had asked him to come. When he reached there,
he found that Dr Sahib was sitting in Samadhi and food that he had prepared was lying in
front of him covered with by a piece of cloth. Bhai Sahib was filled with Bairaag and Dr
Sahib too very lovingly served food to Bhai Sahib.

When Bhai Avtar Singh was done eating and was about to leave, Dr Sahib came out
to see him off. At that point, Dr Sahib’s eyes were filled with tears and he went forward
and hugged Bhai Sahib. Then he revealed that, both of them had separated from river
Sirsa and after that incident, they met now, after so many hundred years. By river Sirsa
separation he meant that both of them were with Guru Sahib during the Siri Anandpur
Sahib battles.

Bhai Avtar Singh’s personality, style, talk and behaviour resembled Puratan Singhs
of 1700s. His talk was very influential and affective. He was very strict in Khalsa Rehit
including Sarbloh Bibek.

Shaheed Bhai Avtar Singh and a
Famous Sant who advised him to give up Sarbloh

There is a very famous dera in Hoshiarpur district and a very prominent and famous Sant
jee used to reside there. Sant jee was definitely Kamaayee waalay and many Jatha Singhs
too had very loving relationship with him. Bhai Avtar Singh jee used to attend some of
the Dera Samagams and since Bhai Sahib jee kept strict Sarbloh Rehit, he used to avoid
taking Degh from these samagams because the Degh was not prepared according to full
maryada.

Sant jee used to notice this many times and one day he sent one of his Sewadaars to the
house of Bhai Sahib informing him that Sir1 Guru Gobind Singh jee had given darshan to
him (Sant jee) and instructed him to let Bhai Avtar Singh know that he should not worry
about his Sarbloh Rehit and start accepting Degh from the Dera.

Bhai Sahib was startled when he heard this. He wondered why Guru Sahib did not give
him this Hukam directly. In any case, he requested the Sewadaar to come back after a day.
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He said that he wanted to confirm this with Guru Sahib directly. The next day, Bhai Sahib
told the Sewadaar that Siri Guru Gobind Singh jee Maharaj had confirmed with him that
whoever is telling him to leave the Sarbloh Rehit should be given 100 slippers on the head.
Bhai Sahib asked the Sewadaar to let Sant jee know that he would be coming to fulfill the
hukam of Guru Sahib soon.

The Sevadaar informed Sant jee about what Bhai Sahib had said. Sant jee quickly
dispatched the Sevadaar to let Bhai Sahib know that he should not leave the Sarbloh Rehit
and continue not to take Degh as per his Maryada.

Shaheed Bhai Avtar Singh jee’s Sabjee of Wild Leaves

Bhai Sher Singh jee who currently is residing in Vancouver and keeps full Khalsa rehit
including Sarbloh Bibek, spent many years in the company of Shaheed Bhai Avtar Singh
jee. He narrated to us his experiences in Bhai Avtar Singh. Once they were travelling
somewhere on foot and on their way Singhs got hungry. They had not eaten anything for
sometime. Bhai Avtar Singh jee and other Singhs decided to rest at a suitable place. There
was no city, town or village nearby. While Singhs started doing paath, Bhai Sahib went to
the woods and collected whole bunch of leaves and shrubs of different varieties. He took
some water from a nearby pond and started cooking the leaves and shrubs in water. Along
with cooking Bhai Avtar Singh jee continued doing Gurbani and Simran.

Bhai Sher Singh told us that at first they were apprehensive of eating this mixture of
wild leaves and shrubs but when they did eat it, he and other Singhs found it so tasty that
they could not have enough of it. There was no salt, no tadka, no masala in this unique
sabjee but because of Gurbani Paath and Kamaayee of Bhai Avtar Singh jee, it tasted so
well. Bhai Avtar Singh jee used to say that a Sarblohi Singh should give up tastes of food.

Mata Hardev Kaur jee on her Husband -
Shaheed Bhai Raghbir Singh jee (1978)

Mata jee spoke about how much pride she felt knowing that Shaheed
Bhai Raghbir Singh jee was the first Singh to jump forward thirsty for
Shaheedi and offer himself for Sevaa when Bhai Fauja Singh jee asked
for Singhs to Stand against Narakdharees . “Gur Ki Ninda Suneh Na
Kaan” He went forward to face the bullets, sticks and swords yielded
by the Narakdharees. Bhai Raghbir Singh jee received bullets to his
chest, blows to his skull and his bones were broken by the lathi’s.

The one thing about Shaheed Bhai Raghbir Singh jee’s Jeevan
that stands out everyday is how long his Nitnem was and how much
BaNee he knew by Memory. Even Mata jee said it was a Miracle in itself watching him do
Amritvelaa. “Amritvelaa meant everything to him and he would sit and do Naam Abhyaas
for about 3-4 hours followed by Hours of GurbaNee Paath by Memory. Bhai Sahib was a
True Khalsa and totally dedicated to Gurmat, his Rehni matches those Puratan Gursikhs
of the past.
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Shaheed Bhai Anokh Singh jee
Babbar Meeting Bhai Fauja Singh

While doing his job, Bhai Anokh
Singh came into contact with Bhai
Fauja Singh. Bhai Fauja Singh’s
personality had a major effect and
Bhai Anokh Singh also became a
traveller on the Gurmukh path.
He used to take training in Shaster
Vidiya at Shaheed Bhai Fauja
Singh’s Farmhouse (Khalsa Farm),
along with other young Singhs.
Bhai Sahib had a deep love for Bhai
Sulakhan Singh Babbar. Before
going underground, Bhai Surinder
Singh Nagokay had an Akhand
Paath Sahib at his home in which
Bhai Anokh Singh sat for the entirety
in one position and listened from
start to finish. The bloody massacre
of April 13, 1978 was like a storm
that shook Bhai Anokh Singh and
his companions to the core. During
the 1978 massacre, Bhai Sahib
was with Bhai Fauja Singh. The
martyrdom of Bhai Fauja Singh and
his companions had a deep effect on
the Saintly Bhai Anokh Singh. Bhai
Sahib was due to have his Rishta
done and get married, he refused
to get married and cancelled his
engagement completely. Filled with
Naam Baairaag and Khalsa Bir Rass
he made a firm conviction to get
Justice for the Gursikhs till his Final
Swaas. After the 1978 massacre,
Nirankaris were punished in Patti
and Tarn Taaran in which the name
of Bhai Anokh Singh began to be

mentioned.
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Conclusion

In 1708 Guru Gobind Singh Ji declared to the Khalsa, ‘that after him there shall be no human
Guru and the Adi Guru Granth shall be the one true Eternal Guru’. He also declared that the
Panj Piare would act as the human instruments of the Adi Guru Granth to initiate, baptize and
impart Gurmantar and spiritual instructions to all Sikhs; and that the guiding spirit of the Guru
would reside in the Khalsa so long it maintains its moral character and distinct form.

During the passage of time the Sikh Panth has faced and triumphed over many threats
and challenges. However, the dangers facing the Sikhs and Sikhism in modern times come
from internal, as much as external forces. The Amritsar massacre on 13th April 1978 in
this regard, was an open confrontation and clash between the Sikhs and their sworn enemy,
the Nirankaris, who were subsequently excommunicated outright following a Hukumnama
issued by the Akal Takhat on 6th October 1978.

Throughout Sikh history there has been no shortage of false prophets who set themselves
up as subsequent Gurus and formed rival Guruships, breakway sects and cults. The Minas,
Dhirmalias, Masands, Ram Raiyas, Niranjaniyas, Mahants, Nirankaris, Radhasoamis and
Namdhari groups - each created considerable schisms within the Panth.

Breakway sects receive political patronage and protection by serving the political ambitions
and gains of the ruling class, and have done so actively throughout the Afghan, Mughul and
British rule. The Niranjaniyas were responsible for the arrest and martyrdom of Bhai Taru Singh
and led the Mughul authorities to the secret hideouts of Sikh women and children, resulting in
their extermination. It was a Niranjani who supplied information leading to the arrest of Sukha
Singh and the persecution of the family of Mehtab Singh, both prominent Sikhs.

When the Mughuls put a price on the head of the Sikhs, the Niranjaniyas minted money.
They also helped Ahmad Shah Abdali against the Sikhs and were responsible for the Great
Holocaust. Eventually, the Niranjaniyas were mercilessly killed for conspiring against the
Khalsa Panth, and in similar fashion the Nirankaris met their fate.

Today, the extremist right-wing Hindu organisation Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS),
its offshoot ‘Sangh Parivar’ and front organisations like Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP),
which is active in the west, poses a serious threat to the stability of the Panth by attempting
to crystallise a Hindu-nationalist identity in which Sikhs and Sikhism are being pressed into
the Hindu fold.

The RSS in India and abroad are well entrenched and poised to assimilate Sikhs through
propagating and distorting Sikh teachings and history. Similarly, cult figures such as Baba
Bhaniara and Ashutosh have earned infamous status within the Panth by debasing and
profaning Sikh rites, and grossly misleading the Sikhs away from the path ordained by Guru
Sahib Ji. There 1s little doubt that the Indian government and right-wing Hindu groups are
supporting and promoting such personalities to keep the Panth under its heel.

Bhai Fauja Singh and his companions kept steadfast to this path to the very last breath,
giving their mind, body and spirit to the service of the true Eternal Guru and Panth. Their
example was a clear demonstration to the world that no matter what the price, the honour of
Guru Granth Sahib Ji and the Khalsa Panth would be upheld.

Similarly, Baba Jarnail Singh Bhindranwala, Bhai Mehnga Singh Babbar, Bhai Shubeg
Singh, Bhai Anokh Singh Babbar, Jathedar Sukhdev Singh Babbar, Bhai Sulakhan Singh
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Babbar, Bhai Kahan Singh Babbar, Master Balvinder Singh Babbar, Bhai Amrik Singh
and many others, fought a heroic battle against the Indian army onslaught in Amritsar in
June 1984, as well as the ensuing decade-long genocide of Sikhs in Panjab instigated by a
brutal Indian administration.

As we enter the new millenium the Panth is again in need of dynamic leadership like that of
Shaheed Bhai Fauja Singh and his fearless companions; one that is truly obedient to Shabad
Guru and responsive to the needs of the Panth. Only then will the spirit and wisdom of Guru
Sahib Ji pervade throughout the Panth and protect it from danger. Panthic responsibility and
leadership rests on the shoulders of each generation. All Panthic Sikh organisations have an
equal role to play in developing solidarity and creating awareness so that the Khalsa Panth
is able to resist internal and external pressures, and earnestly work towards rejuvinating the
fallen spirit of humanity through the Ambrosial Naam and teachings of Guru Nanak Ji,
Guru Gobind Singh Ji and our eternal master - Guru Granth Sahib Ji.

Hukumnama Against the Nakli - Nirankaris

On 6th October 1978, a Hukumnama bearing the seal of the Akal Takht was issued
calling upon Sikhs all over the world to boycott the Nirankaris. Sikhs were not to allow
the sect to flourish within society. A committee comprising of the following notable figures
prepared the Hukamnama: Giani Gurdit Singh, Giani Lal Singh, Giani Partap Singh,
Giani Sadhu Singh,Sardar Kapur Singh,Sardar Parkash Singh and Sardar Satbir Singh.

Through this Hukamnama, all Sikhs were instructed to stop “roti beti di sanjh”,
meaning that food and marital relations with the Nirankaris must cease. However, we
would like to point out that even today, 25 years later, the Nirankaris are flourishing in
England and Canada. Many people we consider to be Sikhs are in fact Nirankaris. They
even control some Gurdwaras in Canada and use the Internet to spread their propaganda.
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Memories of Bhai Fauja Singh: Taken from So Kahccat Hai
Interview with Bibi Amarjit Kaur Soora, August 2004.

When a time of darkness falls upon a community and its people are in a deep sleep, then
Akal Purakh sends some blessed souls who may only spend a short time on the earth but
light the way of their people for centuries. These blessed souls spread the rays of truth,
remove the darkness and awaken the long sleeping people.

In 1978, the Sikh youth were in a deep sleep. Akal Purakh at that time sent such a blessed
soul, who, with the splashes of his blood, woke the Panth. That soul was Shaheed Jathedar
Bhai Fauja Singh ji. The entire Sikh community was falling into the pit of Communism,
Brahminism and faith in false human-gurus. The martyrdom of Bhai Fauja Singh and his
companions started a new chapter for the Sikhs.

Here is an interview with that brave warrior’s wife, Bibi Amarjit Kaur.

Respected Bibi jeeo! Will you tell us about the Khalsa Farm that was started
by Bhai Sahib Fauja Singh?

Inside him (Bhai Fauja Singh) there was a blazing inferno to reinvigorate the Sikhs. He
wanted every Sikh to be both religiously and politically aware. He wanted the community
to take the Khalsa form and move towards Khalsa Raj.

Once, he (Bhai Fauja Singh) was in vairaag and he went from Amritsar to Machevara,
near the Satluj river and went into Bhai Hardial Singh and Darshan Singh’s fields to do
solitary simran. Those Singhs respected him very much and when he wanted to return
after spending quite a bit of time there, they would not let him leave. They were even
willing to give him some land there. When I found out about this, I reminded him, you
yourself used to tell me that across the river in Gazneepur you have some land and used
to suggest making a farm there to start Sikhi camps. He liked my suggestion. This is how
Khalsa Farm was started.

In the Farm, all the Singhs woke up around 2am and did Amritvela. After that there was
keertan, gatka practice, etc. that lasted the entire day. He (Bhai Fauja Singh) used to jap
naam very loudly. When the camp concluded, all the Singhs would be sad to be separating
and departing and would even begin to weep. They did not feel like leaving.
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Fauja Singh used to say that this was the place of Shaheed Singhs from the smaller
Ghaloghara. Many other Singhs also felt the presence and patrol of Shaheed Singhs. The
location was very peaceful. Because it was isolated, it was very good for simran, keertan
and gurbani. He had immeasurable desire to see Sikhi grow and blossom but Vahiguru
did not give enough time.

While staying with Bhai Sahib, can you tell us about any unforgettable memories?
There are so many memories. Actually, the entire time spent with him was unforgettable.
I will never forget them, even now I feel his presence. He had such a personality that
everyone was attracted to him. He was always surrounded by both worldly people and
religious people. I too couldn’t help but be effected by him.

There was a pull towards him, but I did not even think of marriage with him. I did not
tie a keskee back then, but I did do keertan. I also went to the Akhand Keertanee Jatha’s
smaagams. But I had no desire to be married. In truth, I was quite afraid of household life.
To take care of children and prepare food was no easy task for me because I had very little
desire to do those sort of things.

Once, he (Bhai Fauja Singh) saw me doing keertan at Bhai Bakhtaavar Singh (Chayharta)
house and asked Bhai Bakhtaavar Singh about me. When Bhai Bakhtaavar Singh’s
Singhnee asked me, I said in very clear words that I don’t know much about cooking or
other housekeeping and I'm very afraid of raising children and because of this I have
decided to not get married.

He replied that he already prepares his own food and he didn’t feel any need to have children
and that all Gursikh’s children were like his own and he gave them just as much love.

After this, my mother and father saw him. A year after our engagement Ardaas, we had
our Anand kaaraj. During this time, I began to tie a dastaar. He kept both his promises:
for his entire life he made his own food.

Will you tell us about any words Bhai Fauja Singh spoke before his martyrdom
about the future?

-Quite a bit before his martyrdom, he began to say that there was another battle to be
fought. It was about this time that S. Gajinder Singh’s poem “Gangoo dee Rooh” (Gangoo’s
spirit) was published. He would read the lines from this poem many times:

“There’s Gandhi, there’s Nehru and there’s Nehru’s daughter. They are all just Gangoo,
what else is there here?”

He said they would try to bring Sikhi down with any way possible and that to stop them,
every Singh would have to be shastardhaari (carry weapons). He would say to me many
times, “Every time you’re left behind. And then I have to take birth again for you. This
time [ won’t leave you behind.”

Every day, at least ten times a day he would say to me, “Don’t cry when you see my body,
this is going to happen. Accept Bhaanaa.”

One day, he came to get me from my school. My fellow teachers were with me and they
also respected him a lot (this was April 11th). He said to my fellow teachers, “Bhain jee, the
divine call is coming. I’'m going to leave and I'm ready.”
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Once we went to meet Bhai Avtaar Singh of Khudaa(n) Kalaa(n) and he too said, “Bibi,
me and Bhai Fauja Singh are going to leave very soon. You should keep working.” At that
time I didn’t understand what he meant but when it happened, only then did I understand
what he was trying to say.

He used to also say, “If the Sikh Kaum became solid in Baanee, Baanaa, sevaa and simran,
Satguru jee is willing to give them raj even today.” He used to say that as soon as the Kaum
becomes pure, Khalsa Raj will come.

What was the relationship like between Bhai Sahib and Sant Giani Kartar
Singh Ji Bhindrawale?

There was a very loving relationship. Sant Giani Kartar Singh jee used to have a lot of love
and respect for him. He would spread his hazooriya on the ground for him (Bhai Sahib)
to sit on.

It was in those days that some mischievous people disrespected Sree Guru Granth Sahib
jee in Gurdwara Guru Kay Mehal and he (Bhai Sahib) had arrived there along with his
companions. The incensed mob threw rocks and bottles of acid at the Singhs. Their clothes
burnt off but their bodies were alright. After this incident, we along with the Bhindravala
Jatha took out a march through Amritsar and at this time Sant jee gave his full support.

It was also at this time that we would go to Mehta Chownk to do Akhand Keertan. Sant
Giani Kartar Singh was very opposed to human Gurudoms and because of this, he (Bhai
Sahib) had a lot of love for him. To stop the Narakhdari attacks, we started a common front.
And in addition, he also had a lot of love for Sant Baba Harnam Singh Rampur Khaeray
vaalay. One time Sant jee came from Khaera Sahib to Sree Amritsar and his avasthaa was
very vairagi. I met him in Guru Ram Das Saraa(n) and I asked him to come to our home.
Sant jee had not eaten for four days.

He (Bhai Sahib) said to Baba jee, “Baba jee, please give my message to Guru Gobind
Singh jee” Baba jee replied, “Alright son, I'll give it.” What that message was, I didn’t know
nor did he ask.

The next day Sant jee said, “Son, I gave your message to Guru Sahib. Guru Sahib has
said, “So Sikh sakhaa bandhap hai bhai jo gur kay bhaanay vich aavai.” *

At that time I didn’t understand what Guru Sahib’s bhaanaa was. When he became
shaheed though, I understood everything about what bhaanaa Sant jee was talking about.

At the time of Bhai Sahib’s martyrdom, what do you think Sant Giani Jarnail
Singh Ji Bhindranwale’s mental state was?

I'felt that because of his (Bhai Sahib’s) shaheedee along with the shaheedee of his companions,
Sant jee was feeling a lot of pain. The pain in his heart was visible on his face. He used to say
that he was indebted to these Singhs who had spilled their blood for Shabad Guru. “I will
pay off this debt by spilling my own blood. The whole world will be left watching.”

Usually in the media and in the religious-political groups, you are presented as having been
opposed to Sant Ji. How much truth is there in this?

There is no truth in this at all. I truly respected Sant Giani Jarnail Singh jee from my heart
and will continue to do so. He used to have a lot of respect for me as well. I remember that
when we used to meet in the Parkarma, he would say Fateh first and would say over and over,

108 | Kurbani wwww.akj.org



- 993 3 & AU A | A3 fast g9379 fiw & 83T &7 593 fumrg Af3arg afonr
aa%’ﬂ?'u'|%W?aoc%é‘fmso('d%ﬂ”WdﬂmW@s'deeHﬁ|@‘<‘>‘Tf€ﬁf
mmamawwmmwmﬁmammm@msﬁ?
?%Wmﬁsmsamwﬁwgm|mwmafeﬁmw@rfﬂw
EWW3WWWW|WEWHWH3WWW%W|
mwzmnﬁmmﬁwwamﬁm%ﬁﬂwaﬁ|ﬁaﬂmnz
?ﬂéﬁﬁﬂﬁwﬁwm|@?ﬁf€?ﬂ'wﬁmﬁéwmmmmaﬂ%
W|mﬁmﬁmm#@mﬁmw€m%ﬁﬁwmm@m
WMHWW@H%WWHW&&WWWE&HWW
W|f8ﬂ?mwwwmwmmwwéf8ﬁ@mun?ﬁ
|mm%wm?mﬁmwm|@wemﬁmm@ﬁlm
9 IHTH AT 9 & 3 iraﬁaa&waezw@rl@wmz gI&H fifwr 1) 3 99
Ieé'?UH'e'?TEﬂ’z;Io(YHTﬂ"TI@F(W)Kaﬁﬁf‘a g/t HIT BSOT g9 difde
fRu g € T 1©” Bgf fagr S T Fer v v | UJ FATT o ¥ I, T & HY
U‘TS(SHWEHF@WU?UW|€HH1%HH3#TS&EW§€T%( ¥eT /' 39T HATT a1
HT%HH%BTF&|MHT%HEWU%( H iy AT Soy I 3t | 99 o I fefg
@?%Wﬁg?ﬁrm@wﬁ@mﬁa@wﬁa?mﬁﬁﬂ?@amﬂ?
ﬁé?ﬁ%‘raﬁz@ézwﬁﬁmﬁfaﬁ?m%@%ﬁaﬁzaa%aﬁm|

? gt Afog &t moes AR AS famrat A9a® fiiw fEsatefent € HafAa niergr
fag fadt gAY Hfogr =ist?
—%WUW%WWWEH@W&WUWW@UW&EH
HJHR o9€ s | @FE%?EH@W%W?WWMWﬁ | 8T mu
g It foar aae mﬁﬁ%wmﬂ@ﬁﬁwﬁw%maaaﬁyﬁsﬁzwﬁl
feg I W' niusr ¥y& 3% J 8379 fonffar 3 g8t gyt Ifg adt |

? v 39 3mmzwmmﬁ%€mm#€%€ﬁw
& UR 3T Ater fgar I | for 9 fSar g AOEt T 2

- fer fS9 93 <t Fet ot T | B A3 famrsh Age® fHw 7 €7 »uE »ied® He' AfSaTg
Jg<r A, F9<t I 3 g I < | 8T X NI gu3 It famrer HE-Af3x9 Sfan™ sge
A6 | 16 e I fa 80 75" & e yaonm @9 fHee JT As 3T oA »iy »idl I & e3fg
Wmﬂﬁgwwmwe TJITEl Afen™ J9e Ae-’ J9 didt 7 Sla § 2
ST A= ¥R | fon 919 ©F 3 $3 I 3T TR | H9T AIA 3973 & 59T J | B mdte

o AW I J9d 1 3J73T »ied® He' A3 o9 It |

? fer s A Ster 39T &t o Tgdiw v 9, g3 ISt duE A9 Hast 5%
A &9 ?

- MUIES BT 39T AN N g vieg It A | 979 9% 3 AR »ifyses 3 I gudt Y
J arst A HW%HWWWWM@ME‘TUW@%?HGMUM |
@é%mwm(w)ﬁmﬁ?waﬁrﬁ?ﬁﬁmﬁm;ﬁmme
ud d93s o B3 TeFt &It I | @Haﬂ—smaﬁrﬁiﬁaﬁ—{%{mwﬁraﬁ
IH UT wiR T 935 FIET FITT | wnTEd SE HAE I9N St 39 9% "dte 9
fam | vt AT A i@t € 3R © wiet 9 AT | Igedt st iR It Teee Arfow
B E-AE A | WSt 821 3T yondi3 a9 &t feg It At | o fiwt &t wew Ut nrfe &

wwww.akj.org




“Well Bibi jee, are you well? Is there any seva - if you need anything let me know. My head
bows before you and because you are the wife of a Shaheed, I respect you from my heart.”

This year is the 20th anniversary of the Blue Star Operation. Will you share
your experiences with the Sangat?

During Operation Blue Star, I was here inside (Sree Darbaar Sahib). On June 4th, at amrit
vela, the bombardment began. On June 5th, I was successful in reaching Darbar Sahib to
matha taeck. There, I met Ragi Amrik Singh who was blind. I said to him, “Bhai sahib jee,
keertan should not stop in Guru Ram Das jee’s home.” He agreed and even though there
was bombardment, he kept doing keertan. In the end, he was martyred after being hit by a
bullet near the Lachi Baer. We all became used to the sounds of bullets. We came and went
to Darbar Sahib in a hail of bullets. My younger sister Paramjit Kaur was also here. She
did the seva of tending to injured Singhs. She gave water to the fighting Singhs and in the
end she was martyred by the chhabeel (water station). One Singh came from the Babbar’s
side and took me to the Saraa(n). I didn’t want to go but he forcibly took me.

One thing is for sure, everything that happened (all the planning and fortifications) can be
attributed to Gen. Shabegh Singh’s mind. That amazing warrior-General did something
that the whole world will remember. I bow my head before the bravery and daring of Sant
Jarnail Singh and his companion Singhs. They ended up being great shaheeds of the Kaum.

What would you like to say about the Sant-vaad growing under the name of
Sikhism in Punjab today?

In truth, “Sant” is not the name of some type of special dress, it is the name for the nature
of a Gurmukh who has lived his life according to Gurbaanee. Today there are a lot of
Sant Babas in the Kaum who talk about the Guru. They attach the sangat to the Guru
Ghar and they are to be congratulated. But if someone attaches others to himself, then he
1s dangerous. The Kaum today needs Mahapurakhs. If they are like Baba Harnam Singh
Khaeray vaalay, they are welcome. But if they are frauds and hypocrites, then the Sikhs
must begin to think, because it is they themselves that give bundles of money to the Sants.

Will you tell us something about Bhai Fauja Singh Trust?

That is our home. We don’t charge any child. We enroll four types of children: 1) Those
effected by the Punjab problem including the children of Kharkoos and the children of
those killed by kharkoos. We don’t discriminate. No matter what side that child came from,
he can be enrolled. 2) Orphan children with no mother or father. 3) Widow families and
the children of women who have been widowed for whatever reason. 4) Those children
from poor families who want to study and are smart.

We don’t take help from any government agency. I want that this house becomes the
children’s own and orphaned children consider it their own home.

In the end, do you have any message for the Panth’s youth?

This is a difficult question. They are themselves wise. I just have one request,

“Man maeray satgur kai bhaanai chal. Nij ghar vaseh(n) amrit peeveh(n) taa(n) such
laheh(n) mahul.”
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Sacrifice

O True Guru we will serve your everlasting Sikhi
with our every word, thought and deed.

We will devote our youth, wealth and all other worldly
possessions to the cause of the panth.

My body preserved since childhood
will be sacrificed now that the need has arisen.

By continuously repeating and truly following Gurbani
we will get rid of all our evil intuitions (evil in our minds)

If you keep your grace my graceful lord
we will Sacrifice ourselves limb by limb.

We will endeavour to fly the wonderful Flag of the treasure of your Naam- all
over the world.
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The light of Faith which seems to be dwindling,
will be rekindled with our blood.

By forsaking our mind’s wisdom
O Lord we will blend our soul with yours.

With your divinely ordained faith we will overcome all evil

By sacrificing our selves we will
revive renovate the fading symbol of our faith.

The Khalsa speaks with your Grace,
our inner voice will be heard by all.

Sikhism is immortalising nectar we will serve it
with the five symbols to our last breath.

When all else fails, in the hour of need,
we will sacrifice our head at your altar.
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